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PREFACE 


MANY  of  the  treatifes  already 
written  on  the  fubje(9:  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe  have  been  pub- 
liflied  for  the  information  of  indents 
of  the  chirurgical  art,  and  of  courfe 
abound  with  technical  terms,  which 
fo  much  perplex  an  indifferent  rea- 
der, as  to  render  it  fcarce  poffible 
for  him  to  comprehend  three  lines 
together  :  many  have  been  publiflied 
to  recommend  quack  medicines; 
many  to  introduce  a  profellbr,  and 
feme  owe  their  origin  to  the  vanity 
of  communicating  a  ludicrous  ilorv, 
or  of  propagating  a  new  theory  ; 
but  none  of  them  go  to  the  point 
of  curing  the  complaint,  without 
fending  the  reader  to  a  furgeon  ;  the 
author  of  the  following  Iheets,  to 
obviate  this  deficiency,  has  treated 
fully  of  the  fymptoms,  and  of  the 
belt  means  of  cure,  for  which  rea- 
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fon  lie  does  not  expeO:  they  will 
be  well  received  by  the  generality 
of  medical  men,  although  he  hopes 
they  may  collet  fome  ufeful  infor- 
mation from  them.  Uniifed  to  write 
for  the  pubhc  eye,  he  entreats  its 
candour  as  to  ftile  and  refined  gram- 
matical accuracy ;  but  as  to  fads 
and  the  efficacy  of  the  remedies, 
he  challenges  the  greateft  of  the 
profeffion,  having  ftood  the  teft  of 
many  years  experience* 

His  principal  motive  for  publlfhing 
this  treatife  being  to  render  fervice 
to  mankind  in  general,  he  has  en- 
deavoured  to  write,  divefted  ot  all 
technical  terms  where  they  can  be 
avoided,  and  where  they  camiot  he 
has  given  explanations  of  them,  lo 
that  the  meanefl  of  the  generality 
may  comprehend  his  meanmg,  and 
be  as  competent  to  judge  of  the 
various  fyniptoms  as  the  confequent 
applications  for  the  cure  will  require. 
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EVERY  MAN 

HIS  OWN 

P  H  Y  S  I  C  I  A  Ne 


SECTION  i. 

On  venereal  tnfedllon, 

AT  what  time  the  venereal  difeafe 
firft  appeared   in  Europe,  or 
whence  it  originated,  I  believe  to  this 
day  remains  uncertain ;  fome  authors 
aflert  it  was  imported  from  the  Weft- 
Indies  by  the  Spaniards  with  Colum- 
bus, others  affert  it  to  be  of  French 
extra6tion,    and    fome   think  it  was 
brought  from  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and 
originated  from   the  Yaws  ;  but  as  a 
knowledge  of  its  origin  can  be  of  little 
or  no  advantage  relative  to  the  cure, 
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we  will  not  detain  the  reader  any  longer 
on  the  fubje6t,  but  proceed  to  circum- 
flances  more  interefting. 

The  venereal  difeafe  has,  by  many 
authors,  been  diftinguifhed  by  firft  and 
fecond  infe6lion  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  it 
may  with  more  propriety  be  divided 
into  local  and  univerfal. 

Local,  when  the  venereal  poifon  is 
confined  to  a  certain  part,  as  is  the 
cafe  in  a  virulent  gonorrhoea  or  clap. 

Univerfal,  when  the  venereal  poifon 
has  entered  the  circulation  ;  when  this 
happens,  the  complaint  is  called  a 
pox- 
Various  conje6lures  have  arifen  con- 
cerning the  manner  in  which  the  in- 
fedion  of  ^  this  filthy  'difeafe  is  com- 
municated ;  fome  have  gone  fo  far  as 
to  fay  it  may  be  caught  by  lying  'in  the 
fame  l)ed  with  or  after  an  infected  per- 
fo<^;  it  has  likewifc  been  alfcrted,  that 
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a  clap  has  been  produced  in  confequence 
of  a  turtle  feaft ;  but  it  is  not  poflible 
for  the  difeafe  to  be  communicated  by 
thefe  means,  and  thofe  writers  who 
have  ftated  them  muft  have  been  de- 
ceived by  their  patients;  indeed  there 
is  no  difeafe  wherein  the  phyfician  or 
furgeon  is  fo  liable  to  be  miflead  and 
impofed  upon  as  in  this  we  are  about 
to  treat  of ;  and  I  am  convinced  it  is 
principally   owing   to  fuch  deceptions 
authors  differ   fo   widely  concerning 
the  remedies  proper  for  its  cure,  which 
have  greatly  tended  to  prevent  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  knowledge  of  this  part 
of  the  healing  art. 

The  moft  common  and  certain  ways 
of  contradling  the  venereal  infection 
are  as  follow : 

Fir  ft,  by  the  coition  of  a  perfon  iri 
Jiealth  with  another  who  is  afFe6led 
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with  a  dap,  or  whofe  genital  parts 
are  afFe6led  with  ulcers  venereal. 

Second,  by  the  coition  of  a  healthy 
perfon  with  one  who  has  received  the 
infe6i:ion,  without  having  yet  produced 
any  bad  fymptoms  of  the  di {temper, 
and  therefore,  notwith Handing  it  has 
not  appeared  outwardly,  may  commu- 
nicate the  infe6lion  to  a  found  perfon. 
Thus  a  man  who  has  contra6led  the 
infe6tion  from  a  woman  a  few  days 
before,  naay,  during  that  time,  by  co- 
pulation with  another  in  health,  com- 
municate the  infe6lion,  before  any 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  have  made 
their  appearance.  In  the  fame  manner 
a  woman  may  infe6t  a  man,  and  this 
frequently  happens  *. 

The  third  kind  of  infection  is,  that 
which  is  contracted  by  a  clofe  conta6t 

*  Men  feem  much  more  liable  to  contraft  the 
complaint  than  women. 

of 
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of  any  part  of  the  body  affe6led  with 
the  venereal  poifon,  which  may  be  com- 
municated, I  ft.  By  kiffing,  in  which 
cafe  the  hps,  tongue,  and  throat  are 
Hable  to  be  affe6led,  frequently  produ- 
cing ulcers  in  thofe  parts.  2dly.  By 
fucking  an  infe6led  nurfe,  in  which  cafe 
it  will  occafion  ulcers  in  the  child's 
mouth,  lips,  &c.  in  the  fame  manner 
the  lips  of  the  wet  nurfe  may  be  afFe6ted 
by  ulcers  in  the  mouth  of  the  child. 
3dly.  By  wounding  any  part  of  the 
body  with  a  knife  or  lancet  that  has 
been  ufed  for  a  venereal  patient,  with- 
out being  carefully  cleanfed  from  the 
virus  t.  4thly.  By  touching  an  ulcer 
on  the  genitals,  or  any  part  of  the 
body,  of  any  one   afFe6lcd  with  the 

t  The  complaint  may  be  caught  by  fuch  means, 
with  as  much  certainty  as  the  fmall-pox  by  ino- 
culation. 

z  vene- 
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venereal  difeafe,  and  then  rubbing  their 
fingers,  handkerchief,  or  any  thing  that 
has  touched  fuch  affe6led  parts,  without 
previoufly  walliing  the  fame,  on  any 
part  that  is  peculiarly  delicate  and 
tender. 

We  have  had  feveral  Ihocking  in- 
ftances  of  perfons  having  drawn  de- 
cayed teeth,  and  replacing  them  with 
teeth  taken  from  perfons  apparently 
in  health,  although  afFeded  with  a 
pox,  the  efte6ls  of  which  have  fre- 
quently proved  mortal  ;  and  likewife  of 
perfons  afFe6ted  with  a  clap,  having 
wafhed  or  touched  their  eyes  with  their 
urine,  the  confequence  of  which  has 
generally  been  the  lofs  of  fight. 

Of  the  different  means  before-men- 
tioned of  receiving  the  infe6tion  coi- 
tion is  the  moft  frequent ;  when  the 
complaint  firfl  appears  from  this  caufc 
it  is  generally  (I  believe  I  may  fay  al- 
ways) 
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ways)  local,  and  Nature,  in  the  greater 
number  of  cafes,  endeavours  to  expel 
the  grievance  by  a  difcharge  from  the 
urethra,  and  frequently  will  efFeil  a 
cure,  if  the  patient  obferves  the  ut- 
moft  regularity*,  without  the  affiflance 
of  art  (or  at  leaft  by  employing  the  moft 
fimple  remedies).  On  the  other  hand, 
if  this  effort  of  Nature  (the  difcharge) 
is  too  haftily  flopped  by  intemperance 
or  unfkilful  treatment,  the  poifon, 
which  fhould  be  carried  off  by  the 
running,  often  gains  admilTion  into  the 
mafs  of  blood,  with  which  it  circulates 
(when  this  happens  the  complaint  is 
univerfal)  and  the  confequent  fymptoms 
muff  be  expeaed  ;  thefe  are  pains  in 
the  bones,  fcabs  and  fcurf  upon  the  body, 
ulcers  in  the  mouth,  nofe,  throat,  &c. 

*  A  clap  will  generally  increafe  for  a  week  or  tea 
days,  in  fpite  of  every  fafe  method  ufed  to  pre- 
vent it. 

but 
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but  every  particular  fymptom  attend- 
ing the  complaint  will  be  fully  ex- 
plained in  the  followino;  fheets. 

The  length  of  time,  from  the  con^ 
tra6lion  to  the  appearance  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  is  very  uncertain  ;  in  fome  perfons 
it  requires  a  longer  time  than  in  others; 
this  diverfity  commonly  depends  on  the 
conftitution  of  the  patient,  or  accord- 
ing as  the  woman,  with  whom  he  was 
connefted,  was  more  or  lefs  afFe6ted ; 
fomething  may  likewife  be  attributed  to 
the  manner  of  living. 

Generally,  the  firft  fymptoms  of  a 
clap  appear/  in  about  fix  or  feven  days 
after  receiving  the  infe6lion,  but  there 
have  been  inftances  of  its  lying  dormant 
for  many  weeks. 

How  long  the  venereal  virus,  after  it 
has  gained  admittance  into  the  blood, 
may  remain  in  the  habit,  is  a  circum- 
ftance  of  more  uncertainty  than  the 
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former.  I  have  had  examples  of  its  coii^ 
tinuing  in  the  habit  for  years  without 
prodncing  any  fenfible  efFe6ls,  and  at 
length  broke  out  with  all  its  virulence  *. 

The  parts  of  the  human  frame  that 
the  venereal  poifon  attacks  are  variable  ; 
in  fome  perfons  it  is  more  liable  to  ap- 
pear on  the  foft  parts,  as  the  ikin,  but 
more  particularly  the  throat ;  while  in 
others  it  attacks  the  bones,  and  com- 
monly thofe  of  the  firmed  and  hardeft 
texture. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  one  who 
has  a  mild  fpecies  of  this  difeafe,  will 
communicate  it  to  another-  with  great 
virulence,  and,  vice  verfa,  one  moft  vi- 
rulently affected  will  infecl  another  very 
flightly  ;  and  thofe  who  have  been  once 
afFe6ted  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  are 

*  The  blood,  whea*  once  tainted  tlicrewith,  al- 
ways prefcrves  the  feed  of  the  diftcmper  ;  I  mean, 
until  proper  remedies  are  employed  to  eradicate  it. 
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more  liable  to  receive  the  infe6lion 
than  thofe  who  have  never  had  the 
complamt  before. 

There  is  a  manifell  difference  in  the 
progrefs  made  by  the  difeafe  after  it 
has  difcovered  itfelf ;  in'  fome  perfons 
the  progrefs  is  flow,  while  in  others  it 
penetrates  with  the  greateft  a6livity 
through  the  whole  habit,  and  foon  dif- 
covers  the  rnoft  violent  fymptoms  f. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  venereal  infec- 
tion, of  all  others,  proves  the  mofl  de- 
fl:ru6tive  to  the  conftitution,  as  there 
is  no  part  of  the  frame  but  what  is  li- 
able to  be  affedted  by  it,  producing  com- 
plaints the  molt  terrible. 

Having  thus  mentioned  the  different 
ways  by  which  the  venereal  virus  may 

f  I  lately  met  with  a  cafe  where  the  patient 
was  attacked  with  an  ulcer  on  the  glans  or  nut  of 
the  penis,  along  with  other  fymptoms  ;  he  neglcfted 
it  for  nine  days,  when  near  two-thirds  of  the  nut 
was  confuiiud, 

be 
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be  communicated,  &c.  we  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  complaint  itfelf,  and  trace 
it  through  the  many  fymptoms  it  is 
liable  to  produce,  and  point  out  the 
remedies  neceflary  for  their  cure. 

SECTION  II. 

On  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  or  clap, 

THERE  are  many  parts  about  the 
genitals  t  that  the  venereal  poi- 
fon  lirft  feizes ;  but  the  moft  common 
ailment  that  befalls  the  patient  after 
impure  coition  is,  a  virulent  gonorrhoea 
or  clap. 

The  time  that  a  clap  takes  before  it 
makes  its  appearance  is  exceedingly  pre- 
carious, the  generality  of  men  feel  the 

t  When  the  infeftion  is  contrafted  by  copu- 
lation, it  always  firft  difcovers  itfelf  on  fomc  part 
pf  the  genitals, 
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firft  fymptoms  between  the  third  and 
fourteenth  day,  fometimes  within  twenty-* 
four  hours,  and,  now  and  then,  they 
^re  not  perceived  until  fome  weeks 
have  elapfed  after  impure  connexion. 

A  man  otherwife,  in  health,  affected 
with  a  clap,  finds  the  fymptoms  to 
difcover  themfelves  in  the  following 
ord?r ; 

The  genital  parts  are  afFe6led  with 
an  unufual  tickling  fenfation,  which 
fenfation  ftimulates  to  venery  ;  after  this 
the  urethra  begins  to  difcharge  a  little 
light-coloured  mucus,  which  is  very 
perceptible'  if  flightly  preffed,  particu- 
larly in  a  morning. 

Although  this  running  is  generally 
white  at  the  firfl  appearance  of  the 
complaint,  in  a  ihort  time  it  alters  to 
a  yellowifli  or  greenilli  colour,  and  in- 
creafes  much  in  quantity. 

Thi§ 
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The  riinnijig  is  accompanied  with  a 
frequent  defire  to  make  water  *,  which 
cccafions  heat  or  fmarting  during  its 
paffage  through  the  urethra ;  this  pain 
is  more  violent  immediately  after  the 
patient  has  made  water,  particularly  at 
certain  parts  of  the  urethra. 

Sometimes,  by  the  violence  of  the  ir- 
ritation, the  running  is  totally  flopped 
or  confiderably  decreafed,  though  the 
other  fymptoms  rage  with  the  utmoft 
violence ;  in  this  cafe  it  is  called  go- 
norrhoea ficca,  or  dry  clap. 

Another  fymptom  which  is  peculiarly 
liable  to  attend  a  virulent  gonorrhoea  is, 
the  chordee  or  contraction  of  the  frcE- 
num,  by  which  the  penis  is  bent  down' 
wards ;  there  is  likewife  great  pain  when 
the  penis  is  ere6t,  from  the  nut  all  along 

*  Sometimes  the  pain  in  making  water  is  per- 
ceived a  fliort  time  before  the  running. 

the 
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the  perinaeumt;  but,  above  all,  about 
the  fioenum  ;  this  fymptom  chiefly  hap^ 
pens  in  the  night  when  the  patient  is 
warm  in  bed. 

When  the  inflammation  rages  with 
much  violence,  which  in  hot  confti- 
tutions  is  often  the  cafe,  the  nut  fome- 
times  fwells  and  appears  tranfparent, 

A  phymofis,  or  a  paraphymofis,  will 
likewife  very  frequently  attend  a  clap ; 
thefe  fymptoffis  often  arife  from  want  of 
cleanlinefs,  I  mean  by  the  patient  neg- 
le6ling  to  keep  the  forefl^in  and  nut 
perfe6lly  clean. 

A  phymofis  happens  to  thofe  who 
have  a  long  prepuce  or  forefkin,  which 
becomes  fwelled  and  inflamed  to  fuch 
a  degree  that  it  cannot  be  drawn  back 
to  uncover  the  nut,  in  confequence  of 
which  chancres  will  frequently  be  pro- 
^   duced  underneath  the  prepuce. 

f  The  fpace  between  the  tefticles  ^nd  fundament. 

A  par 
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A  paraphymofis  happens  to  thofe 
who  have  a  fhort  prepuce,  m  which 
cafe  it  inflames  and  fwells  behind  the 
nut  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  cannot 
be  brought  forward  to  cover  the  nut. 

If  by  the  ufe  of  improper  remedies, 
or  through  violent  exercife,  the  running 
is  turned  out  of  its  natural  courfe  be- 
fore the  virulent  particles  are  carried  off 
by  the  difcharge,  other  parts,  befides 
thofe  above-mentioned,  will  commonly 
feel  the  powerful  efFe61:s  of  the  venereal 
poifon. 

The  tefticles,  being  of  a  very  delicate 
nature,  are  peculiarly  liable  to  be  at- 
tacked by  the  virus  being  tranflated  to 
the  excretory  ducts  t  of  the  feminal 
veffels,  caufing  one  or  both  of  them  to 
fwell  and  inflame,  which  gives  the  pa- 
tient the  moft  escrutiating  pain  ;  the 

t  The  excretory  duRs  are  fatuated  at  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  feminal  veflels. 

dif- 
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difcharge  at  this  time  is  decreafed,  while 
the  heat  and  pain  in  making  water  are 
generally  as  great  as  ever. 

If  the  venereal  virus  is  repelled  to 
the  inguinal  glands  (which  are  fituated 
in  the  groins)  it  then  caufes  buboes  to 
arife  ;  but  all  thefe  complaints  the  reader 
will  find  hereafter  treated  on  under 
their  proper  heads. 

In  what  manner  the  venereal  virus 
gains  admiflion  into  the  urethra,  du- 
ring copulation,  has  been  a  circumftance 
of  fome  controverfy.  I  believe,  the  vi- 
rulent mucus  of  the  vagina  is  forced 
into  the  urethra  during  coition,  and 
not,  as  many  authors  imagine,  received 
externally  by  the  lymphatics-  of  the 
glans  penis,  and  after  that  makes  it 
way  to  the  urethra  ;  if  the  virus  was 
a6tually  abforbed  in  this  manner,  I 
fhould  imagine  virulent  runnings  would 

be 
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be  feated  low  dowii  in  the  urethra  moi*e 
frequently  than  they  are. 

In  general,  a  clap  is  fituated  about 
an  inch,  or  an  inch  and  a  half  from 
the  end  of  the  glans  t  fometimes  it  is 
feated  higher  up  in  the  urdthra,  but 
never  at  th6  commencement  of  the  torn- 
plaint  ;  when  fo  fituated,  it  is  dccafioned 
by  the  patient's  inattention,  or  an  im* 
proper  method  of  cure. 

While  the  complaint  continues  in 
that  part  of  the  urethra  above-mentioned 
(an  inch,  or  an  inch  and  a  half  from 
the  end  of  the  penis)  it  may,  by  pro- 
per management,  be  fubdued  with  little 
inconvenience  to  the  patient ;  but  when 
the  virus  fettles  higher  up,  fo  as  to  affedt; 
Cowper*s  glands*,  the  proftrate  gland  t 

or 

*  Thefe  are  feveral  fmall  glands  that  are  fituated 
hear  the  proftate. 

t  The  proftate  is  a  gland  about  the  fize  of  a 
Wallnut,  almofl  of  the  lhape  of  a  heart ;  it  is  feated 

D  between 
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or  the  feminal  velTels,  or  any  part  near' 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  more  the 
urethra  will  be  afFe6led,  the  fymptoms 
will  be  morefevere,  the  difcharge  greater, 
and  in  courfe  the  difeafe  muft  beccma 
more  important. 

If  the  virus  has  infmuated  itfelf  very 
near  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  mat- 
ter is  then  frequently  difcharged  in 
very  large  quantities,  the  patient  has  a 
perpetual  defire  to  urine,  which  caufes 
exceffive  pain,  and  it  often  happens 
he  can  pafs  only  a  few  drops,  the  ir- 
ritability is  then  attended  with  the  moft 
excruciating  pain,  and  in  this  cafe  a 
total  ftoppage  of  urine  is  often  the  con- 
fequence. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  a  clap 
that  fometimes   appears  after  impure 

between  the  feminal  vcflcls  and  the  penis,  and 
cncompafies  the  beginning  of  the  urethra. 

coition, 
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coition,  accompanied  with  an  inflam- 
mation on  the  glans  penis,  and  a  dif- 
eharge  of  matter  from  behind  the  nut, 
but  without  any  ulceration  or  difcharge 
from  the  internal  furface  of  the  urethra. 
This  kind  is  termed  a  fpurious  go- 
norrhoea. 

It  may  be  afked,  why  thefe  kinds  of 
gonorrhoeas  are  iefs  frequent  than  the 
former  ?  The  reafon  muft  be  obvious, 
when  we  confider  the  fmall  quantity  of 
mucus  that  is  generally  fecreted  in  thofe 
parts,  compared  with  that  fecreted  in 
the  urethra  ;    it  is  in  confcquence  of 
this  fmall  fecretion  that  thofe  kinds  of 
venereal  ulcers,  called  fhankers,  are  fo 
often  produced,  there  not  being  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  mucus  to  dilute  the 
poifon. 

Before  we  leave  this  fubjeft,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  remind  the  reader, 
that  a  clap  is  a  local  inflammation,  fcl- 

D  2  dom 
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idom  caufing  an  univerfal  infeftion,  and 
arifing  from  an  irritation  on  the  inter- 
nal coat  of  the  urethra,  caufed  by  the 
ftimuhis  of  the  venereal  poifon. 

Many  perfons  imagine  the  running 
always  to  proceed  from  ulcerations  in 
the  urethra,  or  to  be  a  difcharge  fron^ 
the  feminal  veffels ;  hut  this  is  a  mif- 
taken  notion ;  if  it  arofe  from  either 
of  thefe  caufes,  it  would  be  impofliblc 
it  could  he  difcharged  in  fuch  quantities, 
without  greatly  injuring  the  flrength 
and  conftitution  of  the  patient,  whicl^ 
never  happens  if  the  complaint  is  care- 
fully attended  to. 

Having  defcribed  the  different  fpecies 
and  progrefs  of  a  clap,  in  which  I 
have  been  minute,  in  order  to  enable 
thofe  of  moderate  underftandings  to  be 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  dif- 
temper.  Before  I  proceed  to  the  cure, 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  make  fome  obfer- 

yations, 
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yations,  to  render  what  follows  the  more 
intelligible  to  the  patient.  Many  per^ 
fens  are  fo  ignorant,  and  think  fo  flightly 
pf  a  clap,  as  to  exped  it  to  be  cured  in 
a  few  days ;  on  the  other  hand,  others 
are  fo  weak  as  to  imagine  they  cannot 
be  radically  cured  in  lefs  than  as  many 
months.  A  common  clap,  by  the  me- 
thod herein  laid  down,  may  generally 
be  cured  in  a  fortnight  or  lefs ;  but 
where  there  is  much  virulence  in  the 
complaint,  it  will  be  often  impoffible 
to  accomplifh  a  cure  fo  haftily  ;  an  ob- 
flinate  cafe  will  fometimes  require  fix 
weeks  or  longer,  if  the  patient  does  not 
obferve  the  greateft  regularity. 

I  fhall  here  make  fo  free  with  quack- 
pry  as  to  fay,  the  many  boafted  reme- 
dies which  every  one  may  daily  fee  fet 
forth  for  the  cure  of  complaints  of  a 
venereal  nature  in  a  few  days,  are  to 
deceive  the  patient  and  often  ruin  his 

con- 
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conftitntion.  The  many  credulous  per-r 
^bns  we  obferve  daily  fall  vi6lims  to 
fuch  pretenders,  will  be  fufficient  evi- 
dence for  the  truth  of  this  affertion. 

The  generality  of  pra6titioners  allow 
the  neceffity  of  encouraging  the  dif- 
charge,  but  it  is  neceffary  to  obviate  an 
error  that  too  much  prevails,  and  which 
the  ancients  were  peculiarly  liable  to 
fall  into,  namely,  that  the  faid  difcharge 
is  encouraged  principally  by  purging 
medicines,  particularly  thofe  of  a  ftrong 
or  draftic  nature,  fuch  as'  gamboge, 
refm  of  jalap,  pill  cochias  with  calomel, 
&c.  frequently  repeated.  My  own  ob- 
fervations  have  convinced  me,  that  fuch 
treatment  never  fails  to  aggravate  the 
fymptoms,  and  has  fometime^  produced 
effe6ls  out  of  the  power  of  medicine  to 
remove. 

Nothing  tends  fo  much  to  keep  up 
the  infiammator}-  fymptoms,  or  bring  on 

a  fup- 
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a  fupprefiion  of  urine,  a  violent  dyfury 
fever,  fwelled  teflicles,  or  gleets  of  the 
moft  ftubborn  kind,  as  daily  purging; 
and  I  have  fome  reafon  to  think,  that  a 
pox  has  been  brought  on  by  the  im- 
proper ufe  of  fuch  medicines  in  a  clap. 
However,  I  do  not  mean  to  condemn 
opening  medicines  intirely,  it  is  highly 
proper  the  patient's  body  fhould  be  kept 
regular. 

Every  thing  tending  to  flop  the  dif- 
charge,  before  the  virulence  of  the  com- 
plaint is  perfe6tly  removed,  muft  be 
carefully  avoided,  to  prevent  the  poifon 
infmuating  itfelf  into  the  fyftem,  which 
there  is  danger  of  throughout  the  whole 
courfe  of  a  virulent  gonorrhoea. 

The  runnmg  may  be  flopped  by  hur-- 
ried  walks,  or  violent  motion  of  any 

*  A  great  difficulty  of  making  water. 

kind, 
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kind,  eipecially  riding  on  horfebacki 
or  by  aftringent  or  improper  inje6tionSi 
or  by  wafhing  the  penis  with  cold 
water; 

It  is  aifo  necefTary  (during  the  time 
of  cure)  to  abftain  from  all  grofs  foodj 
and  particularly  every  thing  that  fti- 
mulates  to  venery,  as  the  ereclion  and 
inflation  of  the  penis  increafes  the  in- 
flammation and  forces  the  virus  higher 
"Up  in  the  urethraj  by  which  the  cure 
will  be  greatly  retarded. 

The  principal  caufes  of  ere6lions 
are,  hearty  dinners,  hot  fuppers,  fifh 
diet,  onions,  fpices,  and  high  feafoned 
foods  of  every  kind,  fermented  liquors 
of  all  fortSj  fpirits,  arid  likewife  all 
venereal  incitements^  fuch  as  wanton 
pi6tures,  lewd  books,  womens  company, 
and  libidinous  difcourfe,  all  of  which 
fliould  be  carefully  avoided. 

It 
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It  is  generally  imagined,  that  the  vi- 
rulence of  a  clap  feldom  continues  be- 
yond three  or  four  weeks,  whether  the 
difcharee  is  difcoloured  or  becomes 
white  and  ropey.  With  many  perfons 
the  difcharge  retains  its  yellowifli  or 
greenilli  hue  to  the  laft,  but  when  it 
appears  clear  and  ropey,  which  it  ge- 
nerally does  towards  the  latter  part  of 
the  diftemper,  it  is  certainly  a  more 
favourable  fymptom,  yet  not  always  a 
fare  one,  of  the  infe6tion  being  intirely 
conquered. 

The  only  certain  figns  of  a  clap  being 
perfedly  cured,  are  when  the  painful 
conftriclion  of  the  .'penis  in  ere61:ion, 
heat  of  urine,  and  running  are  removed  ; 
but  we  muft  obferve,  that  the  organs 
where  the  feat  of  the  complaint  has 
been,  will  often  continue  in  a  weak  ftate, 
and  difcharge  a  fmall  quantity,  after 
the  taint  is  fubdued. 

E  Many 
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Many  perfons,  after   they  are  per- 
fe6lly  cured  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
fancy  every  trifling  pain,  or  pimple  that 
appears  on  the  fkin,  to  arife  from  a  ve- 
nereal caufe  (not  thinking  they  are  as 
liable  to  be  attacked  with  other  com- 
plaints as  before)  nay,  fome  imagine.it 
is  impoffible  to  eradicate  every  particle 
of  the  venereal  virus  from  the  habit. 
The  fair  fex  are  very  apt  to  deceive 
themfelves  in  this  particular.    I  have 
known  many  run  from  one  pra6litioner 
to  another,  and   through   the  igno- 
rance of  fome,  and  rapacity  of  others, 
their  conftitutions  have  been  ruined. 

Another  remark  I  lliall  here  make, 
and  which  is  of  much  importance ; 
namely,  that  care  iliould  be  taken  of 
whom  we  buy  medicines ;  for  without 
they  are  truly  prepared,  the  patient  will 
frequently  be  difappointed  in  the  ex- 
pe6led  efFe6t.    Therefore,  I  recommend 

them 
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them  to  be  purchafed  at  apothecaries 
hall,  Cparticularly  the  mercurial  prepa- 
rations) or  from  a  perfon  whofe  honefty 
is  to  be  depended  on  *. 

SECTION  III. 

On  the  cure  of  a  clap.  " 

A Clap  being  a  local  inflammation 
on  the  internal  coat  of  the  ure- 
thra, occafioned  by  the  ftimulating 
power  of  the  venereal  poifon,  the  prin- 
cipal aim  mufl  be  to  remove  the  caufe, 
and  fubdne  the  irritation  occafioned 
thereby. 

*  We  fliall  more  generally  meet  with  good 
medicines  in  an  apotliecary's  Ihop,  though  fome- 
what  dearer  than  when  purchafed  at  a  druggift's, 
the  country  druggifts  in  particular  are  more  liable 
to  fell  medicines  not  to  be  depended  on;  in  fuch 
Ihops  1  have  known  common  linfeed  oil,  or  acom- 
pofition  with  turpentine,  fold  for  balfam  capivi, 
with  many  other  articles  equally  bad. 

E  2  Although 
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Although  I  have  advanced  before, 
that  fome  fimple  claps,  by  the  efforts 
of  Nature  alone,  if  the  patient  at  the 
fame  time  obferves  an  abftemious  regi- 
men, may  be  radically  cured  without 
medicine ;  yet  while  we  have  remedies 
that  will  render  the  complaint  of 
much  fhorter  duration,  and  at  the 
fame  time  eafe  the  patient's  fufFerings 
without  injuring  the  conftitution,  I 
think  every  one  muft  approve  of  the 
ufe  of  them  in  every  cafe. 

Strong  purges  are  highly  improper 
and  injurious ;  however,  it  is  neceffary 
the  patient  fhould  have  two  or  three 
(tools  procured  every  fecond  or  third 
day  t>  for  ^  week,  ten  days,  or  a 
fortnight ;  afterwards  every  third  or 
fourth  day,  while  the  pain  when  making 
water  continues,  and  no  longer.  Any 

f  If  the  patient  fliould  be  inclined  to  purgc^  the 
opening  medicines  fliould  be  omitted. 

gentle 
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gentle  cooling  phyfic  will  anfwer  this 
hitention,  fuch  as  any  of  the  following 
that  may  be  moft  agreeable  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

Take  of  rochell  *  or  common  falts 
from  three  drams  to  fix  f,  of  manna 
the  fame  quantity,  diffolve  the  falts  and 
manna  in  a  quarter  of  a  pint  (or  more) 
of  water,  which  is  to  be  taken  for 
a  dofe. 

Or,  take  of  honey  one  ounce,  of  com- 
pound powder  of  gum  tragacanth  fix 
drams,  of  powder  of  nitre  and  powder 
of  jalap  each  three  drams,  of  fyrup  of 
marfhmallows  a  fufficient  quantity  to 
make  the  whole  mto  an  electuary;  a 
quantity  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg  may  be 

*  The  rochell  falts  are  much  more  pleafant  than 
the  common  falts,  and  equally  proper. 

t  According  to  the  habit  of  body  and  ftrengtli 
of  conllitution. 

taken 
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taken  tor  a  dofe  ;  or  if  that  fhould  not 
produce  the  defired  efFe6l,  a  little  more 
can  be  added  ;  on  the  contrary,  if  it 
fhould  prove  too  purgative,  the  quan- 
tity may  be  abridged. 

If  pills  would  be  more  agreeable  than 
either  of  the  above  prefcriptions,  the 
following  may  be  taken,  and  which  will 
be  found  to  anfwer  the  intention  of  an 
opening  medicine. 

Take  from  five  grains  to  fifteen  grains 
of  powder  of  jalap,  with  the  fame  quan- 
tity of  nitre,  mixed  up  with  any  fyrup 
into  pills,  and  taken  for  a  dofe. 

An  injection  applied  dire6i;ly  on  the 
inflamed  part,  will  greatly  haften  the 
cure ;  but  before  the  reader  is  ac- 
quainted with  its  compofition,  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  make  an  obfervation 
on  inje6lions.  Many  perfons  are 
greatly  prejudiced  againft  them,  in- 
deed, 
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deed,  when  we  confider  the  evils  that 
have  arifen  from  an  injudicious  ufe  of 
remedies  under  this  title,  it  is  not  fur- 
prizing  ;  but  I  muft  remind,  that  every 
remedy,  under  the  title  of  an  injection, 
does  not  contain  the  fame  properties ; 
fome  of  them  are  of  a  detergent,  ftimu- 
lating,  or  aftringent  nature ;  others  are 
poffefled  of  an  oily,  mucilaginous,  or 
an  anodyne  nature,  and  in  courfe  their 
modes  of  operation  very  different;  the 
former  kind  inevitably  muft  prove  in- 
jurious, while  the  inflammation  conti- 
nues expofmg  the  patient  to  dangerous 
complaints;  namely,  fwelled  tefticles, 
fupprefTion  of  urine,  or  a  confirmed 
pox,  &c.  the  latter  kind  being  of  an 
oppofite  nature  muft  in  courfe  have 
a  different  effeft,  and  be  highly  fervice- 
able  by  allaying  the  irritation  and  affift- 
ing  Nature  to  expel  the  venereal  virus, 
the  following  will  be  proper  : 

Take 
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Take  of  purified  opium  one  fcruple, 
of  the  beft  olive  oil  four  ounces,  re- 
duce the  opium  fir  ft  into  a  very  fine 
powder,  afterwards,  by  degrees,  add  the 
oil. 

This  inje6lion  is  to  be  ufed  warm 
four  or  five  times  a  day,  and  be  fufFered 
to  remain  in  the  urethra  a  few  minutes, 
by  keeping  the  penis  fufpended.  A  fy- 
ringe  for  this  purpofe  fhould  have  a 
pipe  about  half  an  inch  long,  and  which 
fhould  be  as  fmooth  as  pofTible,  and 
introduced  into  the  urethra  with  great 
gentlenefs  and  care  ;  olive  oil  inje6led, 
without  opium,  may  be  ufed  to  much 
benefit ;  but  when  combined  with 
the  opium,  as  above,  it  is  much 
more  fedative.  But  the  ufe  of  thefe 
applications  mull:  be  gradually  difcon- 
tinued  when  the  inflammation  and  pain 
i\i  making  water  are  fomewhat  abated. 
The  beft  way  of  warming  the  injcdlion 
^  is 
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is  to  pour  feme  into  a  tea-eup,  and  to 
hold  it  in  a  bafon  of  hot  water. 

If  the  pain  when  making  water 
fhould  be  violent,  the  following  pow- 
ders may  be  taken  : 

Take  of  camphire  ten  grains,  of  pu- 
rified opium  two  grains,  of  powder  of 
nitre  one  dram,  of  powder  of  gum  ara- 
bic  fix  drams,  mix  all  together^,  and 
divide  the  whole  into  twelve  papers, 
one  of  which  may  be  taken  twice  a  day 
in  a  cup  of  any  fmall  liquid,  made  agree- 
able to  the  patient's  palate,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  a  little  fugar  or  fyrup. 

The  more  .violent  the  inflammation 
is  in  the  urethra  the  greater  will  be  the 
tenfion  and  the  patient's  fufFerings  ;  the 
chordee  is  an  inflammatory  fymptom  fre- 
quently accompanying  a  clap,  it  is  com- 
monly feated  on  the  under  furfacc  of 
the  urethra,  proceeding  from  the  con- 
ftridtion  of  the  froenum*. 

*  The  bridle  or  ligament  under  the  nut. 

F  For 
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For  the  removal  of  the  chordee,  the 
patient  may  take  (befides  ufmg  all  the 
above  remedies)  from  half  a  grain  to 
one  grain  of  opium  (as  the  urgency  of 
the  fymptom  requires)  at  night  going 
to  bed,  rubbing  the  fize  of  a  horfe  bean 
well  into  the  under  part  of  the  penis, 
but  particularly  about  the  frcenum,  of 
the  following  ointment,  afterwards  ap- 
ply a  warm  poultice  of  bread  and  milk 
over  the  penis. 

Take  of  mercurial  ointment  one 
ounce,  of  opium  reduced  into  a  very 
fine  powder  one  fcruple,  of  extra6l  of 
lead  twenty  drops,  mix  them. 

In  order  to  prevent,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  the  penis  from  becoming  ere6i:,  the 
patient  fhould  lie  on  his  fide;  a  mat- 
trefs  would  be  more  proper  than  a 
warm  feather  bed. 

By  thefe  means  the  chordee  will  foon 
be  ]  emoved  ;  but  it  commonly  abates 

with 
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with  the  reft  of  the  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms. 

It  is  a  common  pra6lice  to  adminifter 
mercury  internally  for  every  complaint 
that  is  fuppofed  to  arife  from  a  vene- 
real caufe,  whether  confidered  local  or 
jiot,  and  commonly  in  fuch  dofes  as 
mull  be  of  great  detriment  to  the  con* 
(titution. 

In  a  fimple  clap,  the  internal  ufe  of 
mercury  is  not  only  ufelefs  but  impro-^ 
per  ;  however,  to  prevent  any  bad  con- 
fequences  that  may  arife  from  abforp-^ 
tion,  I  generally  advife  about  the  fize 
of  a  pea  of  mercurial  ointment,  prepared 
as  hereafter  directed  *,  to  be  rubbed  into 
the  groins  and  infide  of  the  thighs 
every  night. 

To  prevent  the  inflammation  from 
attacking  the  feminal  organs,  I  ftrongly 
recommend  the  patient  to  keep  the 
tefticles  fupported ;  a  bag-trufs  for  this 

*  See  mercurial  fridioas. 

F  2  pur- 
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purpofe  is  to  be  preferred ;  it  fhould  be 
worn  for  fome  time  after  the  complaint 
is  conquered.  Many  perfons,  perhaps, 
may  think  this  troublefome  and  unne^p 
cefTary,  and  too  often  negled  its  nfe  ; 
but  in  fa£|;  the  trouble  and  inconve- 
nience is  very  trifling,  and  as  it  will 
tend  much  to  prevent  a  fwelled  tefticle 
(one  of  the  rnoft  grievous  fymptoms 
attending  venereal  infe6lion)  it  is  par- 
ticularly neceflary  for  thofe  who  have 
beforp  been  affedled  with  that  dangerous 
.  complaint, 

While  the  heat  of  urine  continues, 
thg  patient  fhpuld  drink  freely  (at  lead 
two  or  three  pints  a  day)  of  foftening, 
cooliqg  liquors,  fuch  as  water-gruel, 
milk  and  water,  or,  what  is  ftill  better, 
lipfeed  teaf?  or  ^  dpco6lion  of  marfli- 

t  Linfeed  tea  is  made  as  follows  : 
Take  two  ounces  of  lii^^feed  whole,  and  pour  upqni 
it  two  quarts  of  boiling  water,  let  it  ftand  covered 
till  cold  ;  the  fame  linfeed  will  do  for  uvo  or  three 
times  making^  an^  wUl  b?  ftrongcf  than  at  firft. 

mallow 
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mallow  roots ;  he  fhould  likewife 
ufe  as  little  exer€ife  as  poflible,  and 
always  obferve  to  walk  flow,  arvl  en- 
deavour to  keep  the  penis  defended 
from  the  cold,  never  making  water  in 
a  place  expofed  to  the  rigor  of  a  cold 
north  or  eafterly  wind,  nor  wafhing  it 
.with  cold  water. 

High  living,  drinking  wine,  fpiri- 
tuDus  liquors,  &c.  muft  be  avoided  by 
all  patients,  the  diet  fhould  confift 
principally  of  milk,  vegetables  and  fruit, 
while  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  con- 
tinue. 

Whenever  the  inflammation  or  fe- 
verifh  fymptoms  grow  to  a  great  height, 
bleeding,  in  flirong  and  hot  conftitur 
tions,  will  be  ferviceable ;  the  quantity 
taken  fhould  be  from  fix  to  twelve 
ounces ;  but  blood  letting,  in  delicate 
or  irritable  habits  I  have  never  feen  to 
flo  good,  but  often  much  mifchief. 

In 
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In  every  fpecies  of  a  clap  the  necef- 
fity  of  fomentations  are  fufficiently 
obvious,  for  they  not  only  preferve 
cleanlinefs,  and  promote  the  difcharge, 
but  tend  much  to  prevent  {hankers, 
phymofis*,  &c,  and  will  be  ferviceable 
for  the  x'emovat  of  the  chordee,  if  the 
patient  fhould  be  troubled  with  it. 
Warm  milk  and  water,  or  warm  water 
alone  is  fulEcient  to  anfwef  the  above 
intentions. 

The  penis  fhould  be  foaked  for  fome 
minutes  together  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  renewing  the  fomentation  every 
time  of  ufing  it,  always  obferving  to 
pull  the  foreflcin  back,  that  the  matter 
lurking  about  the  glans  penis  may  be 
removed;  the  patient  ought  finally  to 

*  To  prevent  a  phymofis,  a  little  of  the  ointment, 
recommended  for  a  chordee,  may  be  fmearcd  ou 
the  nut    and   inward  part  of  the  prepuce,  after  ' 
»fing  the  fomentation. 

ob- 
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obferve  this  dire6lion,  having  had  re- 
peated examples  of  fliankers,  &c.  arifing 
from  a  negle6t  of  it,  even  after  the 
patient  has  been  nearly  well. 

It  is  likewife  neceiTary  for  perfons 
afFe6ted  with  a  virulent  running,  Ihan- 
kers,  &c.  to  wafh  their  hands  after 
touching  the  genital  parts,  as  ulcers  in 
the  nofe,  eyelids,  &c.  have  been  pro- 
duced by  rubbing  thofe  parts  without 
attending  to  this  caution. 

If  the  nut  fhould  be  inflamed  and 
fwelled,  the  following  fomentation  will 
be  neceflary : 

■  Take  of  purified  opium  four  fcruples, 
diflblve  it  in  three  ounces  of  water, 
after  add  of  extradt  of  lead  one  ounce, 
and  mix  together. 

A  quarter  part  of  this  may  be  put 
to  half  a  pint  of  water,  and  ufed  in  the 
following  manner  :  Firfl,  make  it  warm, 
and  dip  into  it  two  pieces  of  flannel, 

^  one 


(    40  ). 

one  of  which  is  to  be  wrapped  round 
the  part  afFe6led,  letting  it  remain  on 
till  it  begins  to  cool,  then  apply  the 
other  piece  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
continue  to  foment  it  for  at  leaft  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  together,  feveral 
times  a  day,  until  it  is  abated,  which 
generally  happens  in  a  day  or  two. 
After  each  time  of  ufmg  the  fomen- 
tation, a  little  of  the  ointment  recom- 
mended for  the  chordee  may  be  applied 
all  over  the  affected  part,  over  which  a 
poultice  made  with  bread  and  milk  may 
be  ufed  to  advantage,  obferving  to  re- 
new it  after  each  time  of  fomenting, 
never  putting  the  fame  on  again  that 
has  been  applied  before. 

In  the  fpurious  gonorrhoea,  where 
the  principal  part  of  the  difeafe  is  ex- 
ternal (which  has  before  been  obferved 
in  Se6lion  II.)  the  treatment  juft  men- 
tioned for  an  inflammation  and  fwelling 

of 
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of  the  nut,  will  be  exceeding  ferviceable. 
The  gentle  opening  medicines,  and  cool- 
ing regimen,  before  recommended,  muli 
alfo  be  ufed. 

By  a  combination  of  thefe  gentle, 
though  effe6lual  means,  the  generality 
of  claps  may  be  cured  in  two  or  three 
weeks,  (but  if  the  patient  is  negle6lful 
it  may  be  more  than  twice  that  time) 
with  little  or  no  injury  to  the  confti- 
Jution,  or  any  ill  <:onCequ,ence  whatever* 

We  have  before  taken  notice  that 
the  feat  of  a  clap  is  fometimes  high  up 
in  the  urethra ;  when  th js  is  the  cafe, 
the  complaint  has  commonly  been  pro- 
voked by  improper  treatment,  or  by  the 
patient's  not  atter^ding  to  the  above 
dire6lions ;  jt  may  Jikewife  (though  very 
feldom)  be  the  confequnce  of  a  moVe 
acrimonious  ftate  of  the  virus, 

In  fuch  cafes  there  is  a  continual  de^ 
fire  to  make  water,  and  the  little  the 

G  patient 
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patient  does  make  caufes  intolerable 
pain,  and  the  urethra  frequently  be- 
comes ulcerated,  which  is  never  the 
cafe  in  a  common  clap  ;  an  ulceration  in 
the  urethra  may  generally  be  known 
to  have  taken  place  by  the  running 
being  fmall  in  quantity  and  of  a  greenifli 
colour,  or  by  its  appearing  like  a  thin 
matter  mixed  with  blood,  the  urine  has 
a  foetid  fmell  and  ftreaks  of  blood  are 
frequently  difcharged  with  it ;  it  fome- 
times  happens  that  the  virus  is  feated 
very  near  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  ir- 
ritating the  parts  to  a  very  great  degree  ; 
the  patient  has  the  greateft  difficulty 
in  making  water,  which  feels  like  fire 
in  the  urethra.  In  all  thefe  cafes  the 
ointment  prpfcribed  for  the  chordee, 
leaving  out  the  extract  of  lead,  may 
be  rubbed  into  the  perinasum  and  in^ 
fide  of  the  thighs  to  the  quantity  of  a 
dram   daily ;  the  other  rejiicdies  and 

rules 
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irules  before  laid  down  muft  likewifc 
be  diligently  obferved. 

Having  now  given  the  plained  and 
moft  ample  direaions  how  to  manage 
that  fpedes  of  the  venereal  infe6tion 
called  a  clap,  I  fhall  next  treat  on 
gleets. 

SECTION  IVi 

On  gleets» 

A Gleet  (which  if  Idng  negieftedi 
fometimes  produces  ferious  con- 
fequences)  is  when  the  difcharge  con- 
tinues fometime  after  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  of  a  clap  have  difappeared  ;  it 
is  frequently  occafioned  by  the  injudi- 
cious treatment  of  a  clap  ;  but  we  have 
already  remarked  that  it  will  fometimes 
continue  for  months  after  the  taint  is 
removed,  even  if  the  clap  has  been 

G  2  treat- 
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treated  in  the  mofl  careful  and  fkilfu! 
manner,  particularly  with  thofe  who 
have  had  long  continued  and  often  re- 
peated gonoTrheeas. 

Gleets  fometimes  appear  fome  days 
after  every  fymptom  of  a  clap  has  been 
removed,  but  when  this  is  the  cafe,  it 
generally  proceeds  from  irregularities  or 
excefs,  before  the  parts  have  recovered 
their  natural  ftrengthi. 

Gleets,  produced  in  confequence  of  a 
virulent  gonorrhcea,  we  may  diftin- 
guifb  as  twofold; 

One  originating  from-  the  mouths  of 
the  veflels  having  become  relaxed  from 
the  irritation  excited  by  the  gonor- 
rhcea.  The  other. 

From  an  ulceration  in  fome  part  of 
the  urethra. 

Of  the  firft  kind.  Wlien  the  in- 
flammation, &c.  produced  by  the  ftimu- 
lating  power  of  the  poifon  has  been  re- 

2.  moved,. 
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moved,  the  relaxed  veflels  of  the  ure- 
thra, from  whence  the  running  arofe, 
continue  to  difcharge  in  a  preternatural 
quantity  a  clear,  tranfparent,  and  ropy- 
kind  of  mucus  ;  a  gleet  of  this  fort  is 
generally  only  the  relics  of  a  clap,  and 
proceeds  merely  from  a  weaknefs  of  the 
fmall  tubes  occafioned  by  the  gonor- 
rhoea, this  fpecies  of  a  gleet  is  not  of 
a  very  evil  nature,  and  will  fddom 
continue  long,  except  the  patient  falls 
into  intemperance. 

The  fecond  kind  of  gleet  is  the 
remains  of  a  very  violent  or  ill-treated 
gonorrhcea,  and  is  frequently  accom- 
panied with  an  infe6lion  of  the  whole 
fyftem. 

As  there  is  the  greatefl:  neceffity  to 
diftinguifh  this  kind  from  the  former, 
before  we  proceed  to  the  cure,  I  fhall 
mention  the  principal  fymptoms  to  de- 
termine Y/hether  there  is  any  ulceration 

or 
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or  excoriation  in  the  urethra  ;  the  figns 
are  as  follow : 

Firft,  When  a  thin  purulent  matter, 
frequently  intermixed  with  bloodj  dif- 
charged  during  the  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms  of  a  clap,  but  particularly  if  it 
continues  after  the  pain  and  fcalding 
of  urine  are  removed. 

Secondly,  When  the  urine  occafions 
a  fharp  titillation  in  one  particular  fpot 
of  the  urethra,  which  is  felt  more  dif- 
tin6lly  immediately  after  the  patient  has 
made  water  ;  by  preffure  on  the  part  the 
forenefs  is  mofl  felt. 

By  a  proper  attention  to  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  the  patient  may  generally  difcover 
whether  the  urethra  is  ulcerated  or 
not.  , 

Gleets  that  are  fituated  high  up  in 
the  urethra,  as  in  the  proftate  gland, 
feminal  velTels,  &c.  the  cure  generally 
is  with  much  difficulty  efFe6ted;  but 

if 
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if  they  are  feated  in  the  lacuna! 
glands*,  under  the  fraenum,  the  cure 
will  be  more  eafily  obtained. 

s  E  c  T  I  o  N  y. 

072  the  cure  of  gleets. 

A Gleet .  which  follows  a  common 
clap  always  arifes  from  a  weak- 
nefs  or  relaxation  of  the  mouths  of  the 
fmall  veflels,  and  is  merely  a  local  dif- 
eafe. 

A  variety  of  remedies  have  been  found 
to  fucceed  in  the  cure  of  gleets;  they 
confift  of  balfamics,  aftringents,  and  to- 
pical applications. 

Local  gleets  may  be  cured  by  either 
pf  thefe  methods ;  or  we  may  for  the 

*  It  is  in  thefe  glands  that  the  venereal  poifon  pro- 
duces the  firft  fymptoms  of  a  clap, 

greater 
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greater  certainty  combine  them  together, 
•I  have  fometimes  known  gleets  that  have 
not  had  an  ulcer,  for  their  caufe  gra- 
dually go  off  by  abftaining  intirely  Irom 
purging. 

The  balfamic  I  have  experienced  the 
befl  efFe6ts  from  is  balfam  capivi.  In 
gleets  of  this  fort  it  may  be  taken  from 
twenty  to  thirty  drops,  mornjng  and 
evening,  on  fugar, 

Another  balfamic  of  much  efficacy  in 
the  cure  of  gleets,  and  will  fometimes 
anf\yer  as  well  as  capivi,  particularly  in 
thofe  that  do  pot  arife  from  ulceration, 
is  canady  balfam,  twenty  drops  of  which 
may  be  taken  twice  a  day  as  above.  The 
traumatic  balfam,  mixed  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  balfam  of  guaicum,  is  like- 
wife  an  efficacious  remedy ;  fixty  drops 
may  be  t^ken  twice  a  day  on  fugar. 
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Among  the  aftringents  is  the  pe° 
ruvian  bark,  .which  may  be  taken  froni" 
half  a  dram  td  one  dram  twice  or  thrice 
a  day.  The  ftyptic  tin6lure  has  had 
good  efFedl  in  gleets ;  half  an  ounce 
may  be  taken  twice  a  day  in  a  little  milk ; 
but  the  mioft  powerful  aftringent,  and 
which  I  have  feen  the  beft  efFe6ts  from, 
is  the  following : 

Blue  vitriol,  reduced  into  an  exceeding 
fine  powder,  one  fcruple  ;  powder  of 
roach  alum  and  dragons  blood,  of  each 
four  dramsj  mix  all  well  together  and 
divide  the  whole  into  thirty  papers,  one 
of  which  .may  be  taken  twice  or  thrice 
a  day  in  a  glafs  of  any  liquor. 

The  cold  bath  has  been  found  bene- 
ficial ;  fea- bathing  more  fo ;  and  may 

t  I  have  found,  in  general,  balfamic  medicines 
much  more  beneficial  than  allringents.  However, 
in  cafe  balfamics  fhculd  fail,  the  patient  can  then 
have  recourfe  to  allringents. 

H  be 
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be  ufed  with  the  above  mentionecJ 
remedies. 

The  beft  topical  apphcation*,  for 
gleets  arifing  from  relaxation,  is  the 
following  inje6tioii,  which  may  be  ufed 
two  or  three  times  a  day. 

Take  of  white  vitriol,  two'  fcruples ; 
Of  extra6t  of  lead  60  drops ; 
Of  tin6lure  of  opium,  100  drops; 
Of  water,  fix  ounces  ;  mix  together 
for  ufe. 

The  fame  kind  of  fyrringe,  recom- 
mended to  be  ufed  in  claps,  fhould  be 
ufed  for  this  complaint ;  the  pipe  Ihould 
be  taper,  and  the  patient  fhould  hold 
the  penis  up  for  fome  little  time,  that 
the  injedlion  may  reach  the  afFedled 
parts,  and  always  fhould  endeavour  to 
evacuate  his  urine  immediately  before 

*  Topical  applications,  are  in  general  more  effec- 
tual than  medicines  taken  by  the  mouth. 

the 
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die  application  of  this  or  any  other  • 
injeaion.    This  remedy  I  have  found 
extremely  ferviceable  after  other  means 
have  been  ufed  to  no  purpofe. 

Thofe  gleets  which  fucceed  a  violent 
,or  ill-treated  gonorrhcEa  generally  pro- 
ceed frorn  an  ulceration  or  excoriation 
in  the  urethra,  and  are  frequently  at- 
tended, more  or  lefs,  with  an  infe6tion 
of  the  whole  mafs  of  blood ;  in  thefe 
cafes,  a  mercurial  courfe  fhould  be  ufed 
before  other  remedies  arc  applied  *,  ef- 
pecially  if  of  long  (landing,  or  if  there 
is  any  reafon  to  believe  a  remaining 
virulence  f,  the  figns  indicating  an  ul- 

*  The  injeftion  recommended  (for  gleets  arifing 
from  ulceration)  may  be  applied  with  fafety,  while 
Vinder  a  mercurial  courfe,  but  the  balfamics  and  in- 
ternal medicines  fliould  be  omitted  until,  mercury 
has  been  ufed. 

t  The  length  of  time  tliat  a  mercurial  courfe 
will  be  necelTary,  muft  depend  upon  circumaances  ; 
if  the  patient  has  before  ufed  mercury  for  the  fame 
complaint,  two  or  three  weeks,  or  lefs  time,  will 
commonly  be  fufficicnt. 

H  2  ceration 
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eeration  in  the  .urethra  I  have  before 
mentioned.  Obftinate  gleets,  of  long 
continuance,  have  been  perfe6lly  cured 
by  mercurial  frictions  on  the  perinoeum, 
&c.  when  almofl  every  other  remedy 
had  proved  ineffectual. 

After  the  patient  has  gone  through 
a  mercurial  courfs  (which  if  there  is 
reafon  to  fufpedl  the  leaft  pocky  taint 
in  the  habit  fhould  always  precede)  he 
may  then  have  recourfe  to  the  reme- 
dies before  propofed,  with  the  follow-? 
ing  alterations. 

The  balfam  capivi  may  be  taken  to 
the  quantity  of  60  drops  twice  a  day. 
As  the  balfam  in  fuch  large  dofes  may 
not  be  agreeable  to  the  flomach,  it  may 
be  proper  to  take,  imrnediately  after, 
double  the  quantity  of  lemon  juice; 
or,  inftead  of  the  lemon  juice,  from 
15  to  20  drops  of  elixir  of  vitriol  in  a 
little  water  ;  or  the  following  more  pa- 
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ktlble  mode,  if  taking  the  balfam  will 
perhaps  do  away  the  neceffity  of  taking 
any  thing  after  it. 

Take  of  balfam  capivi,  half  an  ounce  5 

The  yolk  of  one  egg  ; 

Of  decoction  of  bark  t>  7  ounces ; 

Of  elixir  of  vitriol,  80  drops ;  mix 
them  together.  A  quarter  part  of 
which  may  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 

In  (lead  of  the  inje6lion  before  men- 
tioned, in  thefe  cafes  the  following  will 
be  proper. 

Take  of  calomel,  two  drams ; 
Extraa  of  lead,  three  drams; 
Of  water,  half  a  pint.    The  calomel 
ihould  be  firft  rubbed  in  a  mortar 

t  The  decoaion  of  bark  is  prepared  as  follows  : 
^  Take  of  powder  of  bark  one  ounce,  of  water 
eighteen  ounces,  and  boil  them  ten  minutes  ;  the 
liquor  muft  be  ftrained  foon  after  it  is  taken  off  the 
fire,  or  the  more  efficacious  parts  of  the  bark  wiU 
Aibfide. 
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with  a  little  of  the  water,  for  at 
leaft  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  then 
add,  by  degrees,  the  remainder  of 
the  water  and  the  extract  of  lead. 

This  injedlion  is  to  be  ufed  three, 
four,  or  five  times  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  and  continued  in  the  fame  riianner 
for  fome  days,  after  the  running  has 
totally  flopped.  When  the  ufe  of  it  is 
regularly  perfifted  in,  and  carefully  ap- 
plied, I  have  had  inftances  of  its  curing 
ftubborn  gleets,  arifing  from  an  ulcer  in 
the  urinal  canal,  when  other  much  ap-- 
proved  remedies  had  been  tried  in  vain. 

A  material  circumftance  I  fliall  here 
notice,  that  has  come  ijnder  my  own 
obfervation,  and  which  has  been  re- 
marked by  many  authors,  viz.  That 
patients,  immediately  on  the  difappear- 
ance  of  the  gleet,  will  difcontinue  the 

ufe 
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ufe  of  the  injedlion,  or  will  neglc6t 
to  apply  it  for  a  day  or  two  together ; 
in  confequence  of  this  negle6l,  the  cure 
has  proved  very  tedious,  and  the  patient 
has  been  obliged  to  continue  the  injec- 
tion many,  weeks  longer  than  would 
have  been  neceffary  had  he  perfevered 
in  the  firft  inftance. 

In  the  cure  of  thofe  gleets  that  are 
fituated  high  up  in  the  urethra,  bou- 
gies fometimes  are  ferviceable,  particu- 
larly thofe  prepared  with  extradl  of 
lead,  as"  directed  in  the  roth  3fe6lion  for 
ftri6lures ;  but  bougies  being  very  liable 
to  debihtate  the  parts,  fhould  never  be 
,  ufed  unlcfs  abfolutely  neceffary,  when 
ather  remedies  have  been  employed  to 
lio  purpofe. 

Obftinate  gleets  fometimes  arife  fromi 
tlccrs  being  nearly  in  oppofition  to 
each  other  in  the  urethra,  which  have 

in- 
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inofculated  and  produced  bands  croffirig 
from  one  to  the  other,  fo  as  to  obftru6l 
the  paffage  of  the  urine  ;  gleets  of  this 
nature  will  require  the  ufe  of  bougiesj 
and  thofe  prepared  with  the  extradl  of 
lead  will  be  peculiarly  ferviceable. 

Inveterate  gleets  will,  however,  fome- 
times  remain  in  fpite  of  every  remedy, 
both  internal  and  external,  Ihavefeen 
inftances  where  Nature  herfelf  has  ef-* 
fecled  a  cure,  after  every  attempt  to 
fubdue  it  has  been  in  vain. 


SECTION  VL 

On  the  fcminal  gleet* 

ALTHOUGH  the  complaint  now 
before  us  cannot  be  ranked  among 
thofe  arifing  from  venereal  infeftion,  I 
fhall  not  let  it  pafs  unobferved,  as  it 
may  fometimes  be  miftakcn,  and  fup- 

pofed 
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pofed  to  arife  from  the  fame  caufe  as 
thofe  in  the  preceding  fe6lion. 

The  moft  g-eneral  caufes  of  a  feminal 
gleet  are  excefs  t)f  venery,  onanifm,  or 
felf-pollution.  This  difeafe  is  leldom 
caufed  by  venery,  except  before  puberty, 
felf-pollution  is  the  moft  common  caufe, 
which  young  perfons  ihould  be  particu- 
larly cautioned  againft,  as  a  practice  the 
moft  wicked  and  detrimental  to  their 
conftitutions. 

It  is  eafy,  in  general,  to  diftinguifh  a 
feminal  gleet  from  thofe  hitherto  de- 
fcribed;  the  fymptoms  that  accompany 
this  difeafe  are  attended  with  little  or 
no  pain  ;  there  is  a  weaknefs  of  the 
back,  loins,  and  of  the  whole  fyftern  ; 
the  feed  *  and  mucus  of  the  proftrate 

*  If  the  feminal  parts  have  received  no  greater 
injury  than  to  caufe  noaurnal  omiffions,  and  them 
not  frequently,  by  obferving  a  careful  ajid  tem- 
perate courfe  of  life  they  cannot  be  hurtfal. 

I  gland 
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gland  +  are  difcharged  continually,  but 
more  efpecially  at  ere6lions  or  on  going 
to  ftool  from  the  prefTure  the  foecis  oc- 
cafions  on  the  relaxed  parts,  and  which 
from  the  continual  excretion  is  not  pro- 
perly conco6led. 

If  this  difeafe  is  of  long  continuance, 
it  is  produ6live  of  many  dreadful  dif- 
orders,  by  debilitating  the  whole  con- 
flitution  ;  but  the  nervous  parts  in  par- 
ticular, producing  tremors,  palfies,  mad- 
nefs,  and  a  variety  of  other  complaints, 
the  confequence  of  a  weakened  and  de- 
cayed conftitution ;  in  fhort,  if  the 
greateft  care  is  not  obferved,  both  by 
the  praditioner  and  the  patient,  that 

f  The  proftate  gland  fecretes  a  tranfparent  vifcous 
iiquor,  which  is  frequently  fuppofed  to  be  femen 
when  difcharged  through  the  urethra ;  the  preter- 
natural fecretion  of  this  fluid  is  not  liable  to  pro- 
duce the  bad  efFefts  of  a  feminal  gleet ;  it  may  be 
diftinguiflied  from  the  femen  by  its  not  llifFening 
the  linen ;  befides,  the  appearance  of  femen,  when 
not  properly  concodted,  is  thin  and  of  a  blue  colour. 

5  kind 


(    59  ) 

kind  of  confamption,  called  tabes  dor- 
falis,  will  always  be  the  confequence. 

The  cure  will  be  efFe6led  by  ftrength- 
ening  the  folids  and  habit  of  body  in 
general,  to  accomplilli  which  the  fol- 
lowing remedies  will  be  found  expedient. 

The  bark,  in  powder,  may  be  taken 
from  half  a  dram  to  one  dram  twice  or 
thrice  a  day,  ginfang,  or  camomile  tea, 
or  an  infufion  of  orange  peel  will  be 
proper  to  take  it  in. 

It  may  be  neceflary  to  cleanfe  the 
body  before  the  bark  is  adminiftered  ; 
the  following  purge  will  be  proper  in 
fuch  cafes : 

Take  of  powder  of  rhubarb,  from 

half  a  dram  to  two  fcruples ; 
Of  foluble  tartar,  one  dram  ;  • 
Of  the  fimple  bitter  infufion,  2  drams; 
Of  water,  two  ounces ;  mix  together. 


It 
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It  may  be  proper,  it  the  patient  is  not 
pf  a  lax  habit,  to  repeat  it  at  the  in- 
terval of  two  days,  when  he  may  be- 
gin with  the  bark  with  more  fafety  and 
certainty. 

'  The  cold  bath,  or  fea-bathing  ^,  may 
be  ufed  every  other  day  in  the  morning, 
when  the  ftoraach  is  empty,  plunging 
fuddenly  over  head,  and  not  continuing 
in  the  water  longer  than  a  minute  or 
two  ;  if .  the  patient  flays  in  fo  long  as 
to  be  chilled,  the  good  effects  of  the 
cold  bath  "vvill  be  defeated  ;  upon  coming 
out  he  lliould  be  rubbed  with  flannel. 

The  Bath,  Spa,  Pyrmont,  and  chale- 
beate  waters  in  general  may.  likewife 
be  ferviceable. 

The  Canady  balfam,  mixed  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  tin(5ture  of  Tolu,  is  a 
good  reftorative ;  thirty  drops  of  which 

*  Sea-bathing  will  be  more  beneficial  than  the 
common  coitl-bath. 

will, 
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will,  in  thefe  cafes,  be  a  fufEcient  dofe 
twice  a  day. 

The  patients  food  fhould  be  light,  fof- 
tening,  and  eafy  of  digeftion,  and  at  the 
fame  time  moderately  nourifhing,  con- 
fifting  chiefly  of  milk,  foups,  fifh,  roaft 
meats,  &c.  avoiding  fpices*,  and  ftrong 
liquors,  and  every  thing  that  tends 
much  to  ftimulate,  or  caufe  eredlions  of 
the  penis. 

By  fuch  treatment,  accompanied  with, 
country  air  and  moderate  exercife,  the 
conftitution  will  in  the  courfe  of  eight 
or  ten  weeks  again  be  reftored  to  a  to^ 
lerable  degree  of  flrength,  provided  Na- 
ture was  not  too  much  exhaufted. 

*  The  hot  ftimulating  remedies,  generally  giveix 
in  thefe  complaints,  are  very  liable  to  occafion  con- 
fumptiofi  of"  the  lungs,  which  in  fuch  patients  we 
Ihould  cautloufly  guard  againft. 

A  pint  of  good  found  ale  may  be  taken  iJthc 
courfe  of  the  day,  or  a  glafs  or  two  of  old  port  wino. 
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SECTION  VII. 


On  ulcers. 


Venereal  ulcer,  otherwife  known 


^  by  the  name  of  flianker,  or 
chancre,  may  be  either  local  or  uni- 
verfal. 

ILocal  ulcers  arife  from  a  recent  in- 
fection;  univerfal  ones  from  the  neg- 
le6t  of  a  recent  ulcer,  by  which  the 
poifon  gets  into  the  habit  and  circulates 
with  the  blood;  or,  from  the  mafs  of 
blood  being  infe6led  through  injudi- 
cious treatment,  or  inattention  to  the 
fymptoms,  always  preceding  a  genera,l 
infection. 

Venereal  ulcers  are  generally  featecl 
in  thfoit  parts  that  have  a  fine  an^  ten- 
der covering,  fuch  as  the  inward  part 
of  the  prepuce  (or  at  the  end  of  the  pre- 
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puce)  glans  penis,  mouth,  throat,  &c. 
but  if  the  virus  is  very  acrimonious,  they 
will  appear  on  the  body  of  the  penis, 
thighs,  perinasum,  fcrotum,  &c* 

We  muft  be  careful  to  diftinguifh  ve- 
nereal ulcers  from  thofe  originating  from 
other  caufes  ;  as  the  fcurvy,  king's  evil, 
&c.  the  remedies  proper  for  one  difeafe 
may  prove  injurious  to  the  other. 

Venereal  ulcers  may  generally  bcj 
known  from  thofc  proceeding  from  other 
caufes,  by  the  hard  rifmg  round  them, 
the  matter  iffuing  is  generally  thin  and 
fanious,  they  are  frequently  covered 
with  a  dry  yellow  cruft,  and  the  Ikin 
round  them  appears  red  ;  ulcers,  at- 
tended with  thefe  fyraptoms,  certainly 
arife  from  a  venereal  taint. 
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SECTION  VIII. 

On  the  cure  of  venereal  ulcers, 

'  I  ^  H  E  manner  of  treating  venereal 
ulcers  of  all  kinds  by  internal 
medicines  alone  (without  any  topical 
application,  which  is  a  common  prac- 
tice) is  certainly  a  mod  irrational  me- 
thod, for  a  recent  ulcer*,  is  (as  I  have 
before  obferved)  merely  a  local  difeafe, 
not  caufed,  as  many  have  imagined,  by 
the  venereal  poifon  being  previoufly  ab- 
forbed  and  carried  into  the  habit,  and 
after  that  thrown  out  again,  but  by  the 
poifon  being  lodged  on  the  furface  of 
the  affe6led   parts    immediately  after 
coition  ;  this  will  be  more  flrongly  con- 
firmed when  we  confider  that  ulcers  will 

*  By  recent  ulcers,  I  mean  thofe  that  arifc  from 
a  frcfli  inte£tion,  and  are  not  of  more  than  three 
or  four  days  ilaading. 

fome- 
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fometimes  begin  to  difcover  themfelves 
a  few  hours  after  coition,  the  greateft 
mifchief  arifing  from  internal  medicines 
only  being  adminiftered  is,  that  the 
ulcer  fpreads  and  corrodes  the  adjacent 
parts,  and  fometimes  proves  to  be  of 
very  bad  confequence  ;  therefore,  in  the 
cure  of  recent  ulcers,  as  well  as  thofe 
which  arife  from  a  tainted  mafs  (efpe- 
cially  if  fituated  in  the  -genital  parts) 
external  as  well  as  internal  remedies 
fhould  be  ufed,  without  both  a  cure 
will  feldom  be  efFe6ted. 

Some  authors  fuppofe  that  recent' 
venereal  ulcers  may  be  with  certainty 
cured  by  topical  appligations  alone,  which 
fometimes  may  happen ;  but  when  the 
ulcer  begins  to  fpread,  or  has  been  of 
feveral  days  {landing,  there  will  be  dan- 
ger of  the  poifon  getting  into  the  habit. 
Therefore,  in  all  cafes  of  this  kind,  I 
think  it  abfolutely  neceffiuy  to  admi- 
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nifter  mercury,  obferving  to  ufe  it  in 
recent  afFe6lions  more  fparingly;  for 
inftance,  a  fcruple  or  lefs  of  mercurial 
ointment  daily  adminiftered  by  way  of 
fri6tion,  in  frefh  contra6ted  infedlions, 
will  be  fufficient ;  whereas  in  ulcers  of 
long-ftanding,  or  if  they  owe  their  caufe 
to  an  univerfal  infe6lion,  full  mercu- 
rial fri6tions,  as  hereafter  dire6led,  will 
become  neceflary. 

When  a  fhanker  or  ulcer  appears  free 
from  all  proud  flefh,  the  following  ap- 
plication will  prove  efficacious. 

Take  of  corrofive  fublimate,  2  grains ; 
rub  it  in  a  glafs  or  marble  mortar, 
with  half  a  dram  of  fpirit  of  nitre, 
until  it  is  diffolved ;  afterwards  add 

Of  calomel,  one  dram ; 

Of  extradl  of  lead,  one  dram  ; 

Of  water,  four  ounces  t- 

f  Sometimes  ulcers  are  attended  with  much  pain, 
v/hcn  this  is  the  cafe,  ten  grains  of  opium,  pfevi- 
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The  ulcerations  are  to  be  dabbed  fe- 
veral  times  in  a  day  with  this  re- 
medy, covering  the  fame  afterwards 
with  a  bit  of  lint  wetted  with  the 
lotion,  which  may  be  kept  on  the 
affe6led  part  or  parts  by  means  of 
a  bit  of  clean  rag. 

As  cleanlinefs  will  haften  the  cure, 
the  parts- fhould  be  wafhed  with  warm 
milk  and  water,  or  warm  water  alone, 
at  leafl  twice  a  day,  applying  the  lotion 
immediately  after ;  obferving,  lirfl  to 
dry  up  the  moifture,  arifmg  from  the 
walhing,  with  a  bit  of  lint  or  rag. 

If  proud  flefh  fhould  appear,  or  if 
the  ulcer  fhould  be  very  foul  or  covered 
with  a  dry  cruft,  red  precipitate  may  be 
fprinkled  on  the  parts  morning  and 

oufly  diffolved  in  warm  water,  may  be  added  to 
the  lotion. 


even 
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evening,  covering  it  with  a  little  of  the 
following  cerate  fpread  on  lint : 

Take  of  hog's  lard,  one  ounce ; 
Of  extra6t  of  lead,  twenty  drops ; 
Of  powder  of  opium,  ten  grains. 

But  when  the  ulcer  affumes  a  clear 
appearance,  the  above  lotion  will  be 
fufficient. 

Ulcers,  on  their  firft  appearance,  often 
are  covered  with  a  hard  or  horny  fub- 
fiance,  which  fliould  be  confumed,  by 
touching  them  carefully  once  a  day, 
(until  the  horny  or  hard  fubflance  dif-. 
appears)  with  the  liquor  prefcribed  for 
warts;  this,  applied  a  few  days,  w^ill  be 
found  fufficient. 
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SECTION   IX.  ^ 

On  the  phymops  and paraphymojts. 

THESE  complaints  commonly  are 
caufed  by  the  patient's  neglecting 
to  keep  the  prepuce  and  glap.s  perfe6tly 
clean,  while  the  gonorrhoea  continues. 
Sometimes  they  are  the  firft  fymptoms 
that  appear  after  impure  coition,  but 
more  frequently  when  a  gonorrhoea  is 
nearly  at  its  height. 

Ajphymofis  happens  to  thofe  who 
have  the  nut  covered  with  a  long  pre- 
puce, which  is  fo  ftraitened  and  thick- 
ened, it  cannot  be  drawn  back  to  un- 
cover the  glans  J. 

A  phymofis  always  is  an  inflamma- 
tory fymptom  when  attending  a  clap ; 

X  In  fome  perfons  the  prepuce  is  naturally  fixed, 
fo  as  not  to  be  got  over  the  nut. 

3  is, 
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is  fometimes  caufed  by  fhankers  on  the 
infide  of  the  prepuce ;  if  it  continues 
for  feveral  days,  ulcers  will  commonly 
*  be  produced ;  fometimes  the  prepuce, 
&c.  are  fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it 
is  with  difficulty  the  urine  can  pafs. 

The  cure  chiefly  depends  upon  emol- 
lient fomentations  and  poultices  fre- 
quently applied. 

The  fomentation,  &c.  recommended 
to  be  ufed  in  fwelling  and  inflammation 
of  the  nut  (fee  page  39)  will  in  this 
cafe  be  highly  proper,  fomenting  the 
part  for  at  leaft  an  hour  together  five 
or  fix  times  a  day;  in  fhort,  the  longer 
and  oftener  it  is  applied,  the  fooner  the 
evil  will  be  removed  ;  a  phymofis,  by 
great  diligence  and  care,  may  generally 
be  removed  in  24  hours,  if  of  no  longer 
ftanding  than  three  or  four  days. 

Some  benefit  will  be  received  by  in- 
e^line  the  fomentation  between  the 

pre- 
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prepuce  and  glans  with  a  probe  fyrringe 
three  or  four  times  a  day ;  if  the  phy- 
mofis  originates  from  ulcers  on  the  in- 
fide  of  the  prepuce  or  glans,  it  will  be 
proper  to  add  one  dram  of  calomel  to 
four  ounces  of  the  fomentation,  and  in- 
je6l  as  above. 

By  thefe  means  the  patient  will  foon 
be  enabled  to  get  the  forelkin  back.  He 
ftiould  often  endeavour,  gently,  to  un- 
cover the  nut,  obferving  not  to  ufe  force, 
when  he  has  got  the  prepuce  back,  the 
glans,  &c.  may  be  fmeared  with  the 
ointment  ordered  for  a  chordee  twice  a 
day,  obferving  to  let  the  forefkin  go 
over  the  nut  again,  and  not  to  leave 
off  the  fomentation  and  poultices  in* 
tirely  until  the  complaint  is  perfe6tiy 
removed. 

If  the  prepuce  cannot  be  got  back, 
after  ufmg  the  above  means  for  fome 
days,  or  if  there  is  reafon  to  believe  the 

part 
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part  is  in  a  ftate  of  ulceration,  and  that 
for  want  of  proper  applications,  may 
have  become  dangerous ;  or  if  livid  co-  « 
loured  fpots  fhould  appear  through  the 
prepuce,  the  forefkin  fhould  be  imme- 
diately cut  afunder,  and  the  ulcers 
cleanfed  and  drefTed  as  above  diredted ; 
but  there  v^^ill  be  no  occafion  for  this 
operation  once  in  a  thoufand  cafes,  if 
the  above  rules  are  clofely  obferved. 

A  paraphymofis  is  when  the  prepuce 
fhrinks  back  behind  the  glans,  where 
it  is  contra6l:ed  and  thickened  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  it  cannot  be  brought 
forward  to  cover  the  glans  penis,  and 
is  attendant  on  thofe  men  who  have  a 
fhort  prepuce,  proceeding  either  from 
lhalikers  or  from  a  fymptomatical  fwel- 
ling  of  the  glans ;  if  it  originates  from 
the  laft-mentioned  caufe,  it  will  be  more 
eafily  got  rid  of. 


But 
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But  when  it  arifes  from  cdncealeci 
(hankers  behind  the  glans,  and  accom- 
panied with  great  inflammation,  it 
fometimes  is  exceedingly  troublefome, 
and  may  end  in  a  gangrene. 

The  remedies  prefcribed  for  the  phy- 
mofis,  viz.  fomentation,  poultices,  and 
ointment,  will  in  this  cafe  be  necelTary 
and  efficacious,  the  patient  fhould  often 
gently  ftrive  to  get  the  prepuce  over  the 
glans,  which  will  be  with  more  eafe  ac- 
complifhed  if  at  the  fam.e  time  the  in- 
flation of  the  nut  is  reduced  by  prefl'ure 
with  the  fingers. 

If  the  complaint,  after  the  remedies 
have  been  tried  for  fome  time,  fhould 
not  yield  to  this  treatment,  the  folds 
of  the  prepuce  muft  be  cut  through, 
that  the  ulcers,  if  there  fhould  be  any, 
may  be  difcovered ;  but  there  will 
as  feldom  be  occafion  for  incifion  in 
this  complaint   as    in   the  phymofis, 
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if  the  patient  pays  proper  attention  to 
the  cure. 

A  fmall  quantity  of  mercurial  oint- 
ment fhould  be  rubbed  on  the  infide  of 
the  thighs  every  night,  in  both  thefe 
complaints,  avoiding  every  thing  ftimu- 
lating  and  acrid,  and  ufmg  the  regimen 
recommended  to  be  ufed  in  a  clap. 

SECTION  X. 

On  JlriSlures. 

STRICTURES  fometimes  attend  ve- 
nereal infe6lion,  and  are  more  com- 
mon to  thofe  who  have  often  been  trou- 
bled with  a  gonorrhoea  ;  they  are  pain- 
ful and  fometimes  dangerous  complaints, 
•  hindering  the  free  pafTage  of  the  urine, 
which  comes  from  the  patient  forked, 
or  in  a  double  ftream,  and  are  frequently 
accompanied  with  a  gleet  and  great 

5  P^iii^ 
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pain  in  making  water ;  in  thefe  cafes  the 
bougie  will  avail  the  moft,  and  prove 
the  only  certain  remedy. 

Great  difficulty  will  attend  the  re- 
moval of  ftri6lures  of  long  continuance; 
but  when  bougies  are  applied  early,  they 
generally  foon  remove  them. 

The  properties  requifite  in  a  bougie 
are,  a  fufficient  degree  of  firmnefs  and 
flexibility,  capable  of  refifting  the  ob- 
ftacles  it  may  meet  with,  at  the  fame 
time  fmooth,  that  it  may  be  introduced 
with  eafe,  and  be  intirely  free  from  any 
thing  that  may  caufe  irritation.  Thefe 
properties  the  following  compofition  is 
poffefTed  of. 

Take  of  yellow  wax  melted,  half  a 
pound  ; 

Of  fpermaceti  melted,  one  ounce  and 
a  half; 

Of  extra6l  of  lead,  four  drams ;  mix 
well  together. 

L  3  Slips 
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Slips  of  fine  linen  mufl  be  ready  to 
immerfe  into  this  mixture,  while  it  con-- 
tinues  fufficiently  hot  to  foak  the  linen, 
after  which  they  are  to  be  fhaped. 
The  plaifter  ihould  be  conftantly  ftired 
to  keep  the  articles  united.  Bougies, 
prepared  in  this  manner,  will  have 
greatly  the  advantage  over  thofe  com-r 
monly  ufed. 

To  introduce  a  bougie  without  much 
difficulty  or  pain,  efpecially  at  firft,  re- 
quires the  affiftance  of  one  experienced 
in  the  bufmefs ;  for  though  the  patient 
may  a  long  time  try  without  efFe6l,  they 
have  been  eafily  admitted  when  applied 
by  one  who  is  converfant  in  the  intro-r 
dudlion  of  them. 

We  fliould  be  careful  at  firft  not  to 
introduce  too  large  a  bougie ;  they 
Ihould  be  of  fuch  thicknefs  as  to  fufFcr 
,t:h^m  to  pafs  with  little  or  no  pain ; 

fliould 
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fhould  be  introduced  flowly,  and  with 
the  greateft  gentlenefs,  and  fhould  ^rfl: 
be  fmeared  with  oil,  that  it  may  go  in. 
the  eafier ;  fhould  be  taper,  and  the  point 
fmall ;  the  bougie  may  be  confined  in 
the  urethra  by  a  cotton  firing  tied  about 
its  extremity,  and  afterwards  faftened 
round  the  penis. 

If  the  patient  is  of  an  irritable  habit, 
or  the  urethra  exceedingly  tender,  it 
may  remain  in  an  hour,  or  half  an  hour. 
Or  even  lefs  time  in  the  day,  at  firft ; 
but  after  it  becomes  fo  famihar  as  not  to 
caufe  much  pain,  it  may  remain  in  fe- 
veral  hours  daily. 

If  the  bougie  fhould  excite  much  ir- 
ritation, or  if  any  feverilh  fymptoms 
come  on,  or  if  a  fweUing  of  the  tefli- 
cles  takes  place,  the  ufe  of  it  muft  be 
difcontinued  until  fuch  fymptoms  are 
removed ;   but  they  may  be  generally 

pre- 
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prevented  by  the  patient's  obfervlng  a 
cooling  diet. 

In  fome  perfons,  the  cure  is  perfected 
in  a  few  weeks ;  in  others,  not  till  fome 
months  have  elapfed  ;  in  the  generality 
of  cafes,  the  cure  is  compleated  in  fix, 
eight,  or  ten  weeks ;  but  we  muft  ob- 
ferve,  that  its  ufe  muft  be  continued 
fome  weeks  after  the  patient  is  perfectly 
cured,  and  able  to  make  water  in  a  full 
ftream,  and  muft  be  difcontinued  gra- 
dually, ufmg  the  bougie  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  and  then  two  or  three  times 
a  week,  till  it  is  intirely  difcontinued. 

Strictures  being  generally  local  com- 
plaints, no  mercurial  medicine  need  be 
ufed,  unlefs  there  is  reafon  to  fufpeCt 
any  pocky  taint  in  the  habit,  which  is 
fometimes  the  cafe  when  attended  with 
a  gleet,  the  ufe  of  mercury  will  then 
{:onfequcntly  become  neceifary. 

In 
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In  a  total  fuppreflion  of  ilrine,  the 
patient  ftiould  be  immediately  bled  ;  the 
quantity  of  blood  taken  muft  be  regu- 
lated to  his  conftitution  ;  immediately 
after  bleeding  the  introdu6tion  of  the 
catheter  muft  be  attempted. 

If  the  contra6tion  of  the  urethra  is 
fo  great  that  the  catheter  cannot  be  •, 
pafTed,  the  urethra  muft  be  enlarged  by 
means  of  bougies ;  for  this  purpofe  thofe  , 
made  of  catgut  are  moft  proper,  and 
will  often  afford  fpeedy  and  certain 
rehef. 

The  catgut  bougie  may  likewife  be 
employed  in  ftri£lures,  where  the  com-  ^ 
mon  bougie  cannot  gain  admiflion,  as 
from  the  fmallnefs  of  their  make  they 
never  fail  to  gain  admittance,  and  have, 
in  fuch  cafes,  always  been  fuccefsfully 
applied,  even  to  the  effefting  a  cure, 
without  the  ufe  of  any  other  remedy, 
after  the  difeafc  had  baffled  the  endea- 

vours 
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vours  of  many  eminent  pra6litioners. 
Their  fize  fhould  be  increaled  as  the 
fmaller  ones  are  withdrawn,  until  the 
urethra  will  admit  the  largeft,  when  the 
Other  bougies  may  be  ufec  to  perfe6t  a 
cure,  if  there  fliould  be  occafion. 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N  XI. 

* 

On  the  hernia  humoralis^  or,  as  it  is  com- 
monly called,  the  fwellcd  tejlicle. 

THIS  is  a  very  painful  complaint, 
and,  if  negledled,  attended  with 
great  danger  ;  it  more  generally  attacks 
-thofe  who  have  previoufly  been  afFe6led, 
than  thofe  who  have  never  experienced 
this  painful  difeafe,  fuch  perfons  ought 
never  to  omit  (while  affected  with  a 
clap)  the  ufe  of  a  bag-trufs. 

A  fwelled  tefticlc  is  a  local  difeafe, 
and  is  merely  the  eiffed  of  irritation, 

arifmg 
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arifing  in  confequence  of  the  venereal 
poifon  having  infinuated  itfelf  higher  up 
in  the  urethra  to  that  part  where  the 
excretory  du6ts  of  the  feminal  veflels 
open,  afterwards  the  inflammation  in- 
creafes,  and  extends  to  the  under  part 
of  the  tefticles,  caufmg  them  to  fwell 
frequently  to  a  great  fize,  accompanied 
with  violent  pain. 

The  means  by  which  the  venereal 
virus  may  be  transferred  to  a  different 
part  in  the  urethra  are,  ift.  By  re- 
peated draftic  purging,  zdly.  By  ufing 
too  violent  exercife  during  the  cure  of 
a  gonorrhoea,  particularly  riding  oa 
horfeback.  3dly.  By  aflrin  gent  injec- 
tions, or  injudicious  ufe  of  balfamics. 
4thly.  By  expofmg  the  penis  to  the  cold, 
or  by  cold  bathing.  5thly.  By  living 
too  freely,  and  indulging  in  venery. 
Before  the  inflammation  or  fwelling 
comes  OU;  the  running  of  the  gonorrhoea 

M  gene- 
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generally  ceafes ;  although  this  fome- 
times  happens  after  the  fwelhng  has  ap- 
peared, and  often  returns  again  when  the 
fwelling  is  fubdued. 

It  is  generally  believed,  that  this  in- 
flammatory complaint  is  produced  by  a 
tranfpofition  of  the  poifon  to  the  tefticle 
itfelf,  which  is  not  the  fa6t ;  it  arifes, 
as  we  have  juft  obferved,  from  the  virus 
being  tranflatcd  to  a  different  part  of 
the  urethra.  In  the  generality  of  cafes, 
the  inflammation  is  confined,  for  the 
firft  three  or  four  days,  to  the  vas  de- 
ferens*, and  epididymesf,  (although  it 
is  imagined  by  many,  that  the  teflicle 
is  affe6led  from  the  beginning)  if  ftri6t 
attention  is  paid  at  the  commencement 

*  The  vas  deferens  arc  two  ftrong  vcfTels  about 
the  tliicknefs  of  a  ftraw,  one  of  ivhich  extends  fron^ 
each  cpiJidyrnes  to  the  fcminal  veflels. 

•)•  The  epididymes  arc  two,  one  to  each  tefticle ; 
they  are  oblong  bodies,  lying  oti  the  faperior  crr- 
curoference  of  the  tcilicle, 
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of  the  complaint  the  tefticle  itfelf  will 
be  feidom  afFeded  ;  but  if  negle6led,  one 
or  both,  in  all  probability,  will  be  at- 
tacked together  with  their  coats  and  the 
fcrotum,  accompanied  with  the  moft 
excruciating  pain,  and,  unlefs  timely  dif- 
cufTed,  frequently  fuppurates  or  ends  in 
a  farcocele,  fcirrhus  or  cancer. 

SECTION  XII. 

On  the  cure  of  the  /welled  tejlick. 

'  I  HE  indications  necefiary  for  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe  are,  ift.  To 
keep  the  tefticles  fupported,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  vas  deferens  (by  which 
the  tcilicle  is  fufpended,  &c.)  becom- 
ing more  irritated,  and  thereby  increaf- 
ing  the  fwelling  and  inflammation  ;  fuf- 
pending  the  tefticles,  although  very 
material  as  a  preventive  and  abfolutely 
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neceflary  to  the  cure,  has  hitherto  been 
much  negle6led  by  the  lower  order  of 
perfons.  zdly.  To  allay  the  irritation 
as  much  as  poffible.  3dly.  To  remove 
the  running  to  its  former  feat.  To  ac- 
complifli  thefe  purpofes,  the  following 
remedies  will  be  expedient. 

A  bag  trufs  for  the  fcrotum  *  fhould, 
the  moment  the  complaint  is  perceived, 
be  ufed  ;  indeed  it  ought  to  be  worn 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  a  gonor- 
rhoea, as  before  remarked. 

If  there  is  any  inflammation  or  irri- 
tation in  the  fyftem  (which  there  gene- 
rally is  if  the  complaint  has  continued 
one  day)  bleeding  is  univ^rfally  allowed 
to  be  neceflary  ;  from  a  patient  of  a 
fl:rong  and  plethoric  habit  ten  ounces 
or  a  pound  of  blood  may  be  taken, 

*  The  outward  purfe  which  contains  the  tcfticles. 

The 
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The  propriety  of  fomentations  arc 
likewife  fufficiently  obvious ;  that  or- 
dered to  be  ufed  in  cafes  of  phymofis, 
&c.  muft  be  repeatedly  applied  in  this 
cafe,  omitting  half  an  ounce  of  the 
extradt  of  lead,  thus : 

Take  of  purified  opium,  four  fcru- 
ples,  difTolve  it  in  three  ounces  of  water, 
add  of  extradl  of  lead  half  an  ounce. 
This  quantity  is  to  be  put  to  a  quart  of 
water,  and  ufed  warm  with  flannel,  as 
in  tlie  cafes  of  phymofis,  &c. 

Likewife  the  ointment  recommended 
for  the  chordee  may  be  flightly  fmeared 
on  the  affefted  parts,  after  each  time  of 
fomenting,  over  which  a  warm  poultice 
muft  be  applied. 

To  bring  the  running  back  to  its 
former  feat,  a  warm  poultice  of  bread 
ai.d  milk  may  be  applied  to  the  penis, 

renew- 
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Tenewing  the  fame  frequently ;  this  will 
often  be  of  fingular  benefit,  for  im- 
mediately on  the  return  of  the  running 
the  pain  and  fweliing  gradually  abate. 

Opium  is  alfo  of  great  fervice  when 
the  pain  is  violent,  and  may  be  taken 
from  half  a  grain  to  one  grain  for  a 
dofe,  and  repeat  it  as  occafion  requires*. 
But  before  we  have  recourfe  to  opium 
thefoecis  fhould  be  evacuated,  therefore 
if  the  patient  ihould  not  have  had  a 
ftool  a  few  hours  before,  or  if  he  fhould 
be  coftive,  a  common  clyfter,  with  a  full 
proportion  of  oil,  will  be  the  moJft  pro- 
per means  of  procuring  one. 

The  effects  of  the  opium  muft  be 
carefully  watched  ;  if  it  fhould  produce 
any  particular  fymptoms,  fuch  as  a  pro- 
found fleep,  fwimming,   heavinefs,  or 

*  When  tlie  pain  has  nearly  abated,  the  opium 
fliould  be  difcontinued. 

pain 
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pain  IB  the  head,  &c.  it  muft  immedi- 
ately be  difcontinued. 

Opium  will  not  be  fo  liable  to  pro- 
duce the  above  fymptoms  if  given  in 
clyfters,  and  may  be  ufed  with  equal 
good  efFedts  as  when  taken  by  the 
mouth. 

CLYSTER. 

Take  of  the  common  decodlion  for 

clyfters,  half  a  pint ; 
Of  linfeed  oil,  one  ounce' and  a  half; 
Tin6lure  of  opium,  one  dram. 

In  patients  of  a  robuft  conllitution  I 
have  fometimes  found  emetics  fervice- 
able,  when  taken  at  firft  ;  on  thie  con- 
trary they  have  proved  injurious  to  per- 
fons  of  a  delicate  and  irritable  habit. 

As  an  emetic,  fix  grains  of  turpith 
mineral,  made  into  a  pill  with  con- 
ferve  of  hips,  is  a  full  dofe,  and  in 
thefe  complaints  will  be  preferable  to 

common 
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common  vomits;  the  patient  md-ft  be 
careful  '  to  avoid  catching  cold  for  a 
day  after  he  has  taken  it. 

From  the  preceding  mode  of  treat- 
ment I  have  found  the  utmofl  efficacy, 
particularly  when  accompanied  witfl^ 
an  abftemious  regimen,  that  is,  abftain- 
ing  from  all  animal  food,  taking  nothing 
but  barley  water,  water  gruel,  vegeta- 
bles, emulfion  of  almonds,  &c.  ufmg 
little  or  no  exercife,  keeping  quiet  in  an 
horizontal  pofture  in  bed  as  much  as 
poffible  ;  by  thefe  means  this  trouble- 
fome  complaint  will  in  a  few  days  be 
removed. 

When  the  clap  has  again  returned, 
it  muft  be  treated  as  in  Section  III. 
taking  the  greateft  care  to  avoid  every- 
thing that  may  tend  to  bring  on  a  frelh 
tranfpofition  of  it,  which  will  be  very 
liable  to  take  place  a  fecond  time,  and 
fometimes  from  the  moft  trifling  caufe. 

As 
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As  a  Twelled  tefticle  is  a  local  difeafe, 
1  have  hitherto  faid  nothing  of  the  ufe 
bf  mercurials ;  however,  to  fecurethe  pa- 
tient from  any  further  attack,  1  think  it 
neceffary  to  ufe  mercurials,  fparingly,  a 
fhort  time  after  the  fwelling  has  fiib- 
fided,  if  the  difcharge  Ihould  not  return^ 
which  fometimes  happens. 

If  the  difeafe  has  been  trifled  with?^ 
or  improperly  treated,  or  if  the  patient 
is  of  a  very  bad  habit,  a  fcirrhofity  of 
the  tefticle  will  often  follow  ;  in  this 
cafe  the  tefticles  and  epididymes,  and 
fometimes  both  tefticles,  are  hard  and 
fwelled,  and  will  continue  for  many 
years,  but  feldom  attended  with  any 
pain  or  inconvenience ;  the  following 
remedies  have  fometimes  been  fuccefsful : 

Take  of  mercurial  ointment  and  ex^ 
tra<Sl  of  hemlock,  of  each  half  an 
ounce ;  mix  them  together.  A 
N  quan- 
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quantity  about  the  fize  of  a  large 
pea  may  be  rubbed  on  the  afFe6led 
parts  twice  a  day,  applying  a  warm 
poultice  as  often.  The  bag  trufs 
will  be  highly  proper. 

If  the  tefticle  is  cancerated,  it  gene- 
rally requires  extirpation ;  but  this 
muft  be  left  to  the  opinion  of  a  fur- 
geon. 

SECTION  xnr. 

On  buboes, 

"P  U  B  O  ES  originate  from  different 
-'^-^  caufes,  but  our  bufmefs  is  only 
with  thofe  that  are  produced  by  vene- 
real infe6lion. 

A  bubo  is  fomctimes,  though  feldom, 
the  firfl  fymptom  after  impure  coition ; 
they  in  general  are  occafioned  by  an 
abforbtion  of  the  venereal  poifon  du- 
ring 
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ring  a  gonorrhcca  (when  it  is  carried 
by  the  lymphatics  to  the  ingenuial 
glands)  or  from  an  abforbtion  of  the 
poifon  from  fliankers  or  venereal  ulcers ; 
it  likewife  has  been  fnppofed  to  arife 
from  the  poifon  being  conveyed  from 
the  mafs  of  blood  when  univerfally 
tainted  with  the  infe6lion ;  but  this  is 
a  circumftance  that  has  not  been  fuffi- 
ciently  authenticated. 

Buboes  frequently  are  accompanied 
with  other  fymptoms  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  but  whether  they  arife  from  an 
immediate  abforbtion  without  any  pre- 
vious local  eruption,  or  from  an  abforb- 
tion from  fhankers,  gonorrhoeas,  &c. 
they  difcover  themfelvcs  in  the  follow- 
ing manner. 

A  ftiffnefs,  generally  accompanied 
with  a  dull  heavy  pain,  in  the  groins ; 
afterwards  a  fmall  hard  tumour  beo-ins 
to  make  its  appearance,  which  gradually 
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incieafes  until  it  has  arrived  to  its  ma- 
turity ;  when  the  matter  begins  to  form 
the  bubo  becomes  very  painful,  and 
the  patient  is  fometimes  affe6ted  with  a 
flight  fever,  until  the  fuppuration  of 
the   bubo  is  compl^ated ;    when  the 
bubo  gro\ys  foft,  and  the  pain  ceafes, 
its  greate.ft  fize  \s  comnionly  that  of  an 
hen's  egg  ;  when  it  has  arrived  to  this 
ftate,  it  is  called  an  abcefs.    Thefup-. . 
juration  of  the.  bubo  will  be  quick,  if 
it  is  attended  with  much  pain  ;  pn  the 
other  hand,  if  not  accompanied  w^ith 
confiderable  pain,  its  progrefs  will  not; 
be  fo  rapid. 

Buboes  in  their  firfl:  flage  may  be  eafUy 
difperfed,  by  which  the  trouble,  pain, 
and  inconvenience  attending  fuppuratioA 
\^'ill  be  prevented ;  but  this  manner  of 
treating  them  is  bj  many  perfons  be- 
lieved to  be  dangerous.  This  notion 
proceed?  from  a  fuppofition  th^t  the 

vene- 
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Venereal  poifon  is  by  this  method  re? 
pelled  into  the  habit,  and  the  difagree- 
able  iymptoms  attending  a  confirmed 
pox  are  expe6led  to  be  the  immediate 
confequence,  wliereas,  if  fufFeied  to  fup- 
purate,  it  is  fuppofed  the  whole  of  the 
virus  is  carried  off  with  the  difcharge 
from  the  bubo. 

If  there  is  a6lually  fome  danger  of 
the  venereal  virus  being  repelled  from 
the  ingenuial  glands  into  the  fyftem,  by 
difcuffing  the  bubo,  it  will  be  found 
much  more  likely  to  happen  by  bringing 
it  to  fuppuration ;  befides,  it  is  not  only 
excecdinr  troublefomc  and  tedious  before 
it  heals,  but  fometlmes  turns  out  to  be, 
to  perfons  of  a  bad  habit,  of  a  very 
ferious  nature,  from  the  probability  of 
canceration,  or  a  difcharge  exceeding 
the  power  of  the  conftitution  ;  hence  it 
appears  that  the  bad  effedls,  fuppofed 

to 
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to  be  occafioned  by  difperfing  a  bubo, 
are  more  likely  to  be  produced  by  bring- 
ing it  to  fuppuration. 

SECTION  XIV, 

On  the  cure  of  buboes. 

H  E  moft  fafe  and  efficacious  me^, 
thod  of  treating  buboes  (provided 
they  have  not  already  begun  to  fup- 
purate,  or  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
have  not  arrived  to  too  great  a  height) 
is  to  endeavour  to  difperfe  them,  and 
the  fooncr  the  remedies  are  applied  fov 
this  purpofe  the  eafier  it  will  be  to 
accomplifh. 

The  moft  efficacious  remedy  that  I 
-  have  found  for  difcuffing  buboes  is  the 
following  ointment,  a  little  of  which 
may  be  rubbed  well  in^npon^and  round 
the  part  affe<5ted  feveral  times  a  day. 

*  TakQ 
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Take  of  mercurial  ointment,  t  ounce  i 
Of  extra6t  of  lead  *,  40  drops  ; 
Of  powder  of  opium,  i  fcruple  ;  mix 
them  to2;ether. 

0  ^ 

A  purge  repeated  every  other  day, 
or  according  to  circumftances,  will  great- 
ly facilitate  the  above  remedy ;  any  cool- 
ing mild  phyfic,  fuch  as  falts,  will  an- 
fwer  every  intention  required  of  a  pur- 
gative ;  vomits  fometimes  are  of  ufe  in 
difcuffing  buboes. 

While  we  are  attempting  to  difperfe 
a  bubo,  the  patient  muft  avoid  all  fer- 
mented liquors,  and  ufe  an  abftcmious 
regimen,  and  likewife  obferve  to  ufe  as 
little  exercife  as  poffible,  as  excrcifc  tends 
to  inflammation. 

The  extraft  of  lead  is  principally  to  be  de- 
^eiideJ  on  in  this  compofition,  and  was  never 
known  to  fail  when  applied  as  above  direfted, 
within  24  hours  from  the  firft  appearance  of  the 
bubo. 

If, 
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tf,  after  following  the  above  dire6i:Ioii3 
ipqr  two  days,  the  tumour  fhould  not  in 
fome  meafure  fubfide,  and  the  patient 
not  find  his  mouth  fore  or  breath  foulj 
he  may  increafe  the  quantity  of  the 
Ciintment,  or  take  an  emetic  (if  he  has 
not  taken  one)  ;  it  will  be  heceffary  for 
the  patient  to  obferve  the  dire6lions 
(while  ufing  the  above  ointment)  re- 
l|)e6ling  catching  cold,  that  are  ex- 
plained under  the  fe6lion  mercuirial 
frictions. 

If  after  ufing  the  above  means  four 
or  five  days  the  tumour  fhould  increafe 
in  fize,  or  if  the  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms  fhould  have  arrived  to  any  height, 
fo  that  the  fuppuration  of  the  bubo  is 
expe6led,  the  above  remedies  muft  be 
difcontinued,  and  the  moft  gentle  and 
fpeedy  means  ufed  to  bring  on  the  fup- 
puration ;  for  which  purpofe,  an  emol- 
lient and  ripening  poultice  muft  be  ap*- 
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plied  to  the  bnbo  night  and  morning, 
or  oftener,  fuch  as  bread  and  milk*, 
with  a  little  fweet  oil,  which  fhould  be 
applied  warm. 

At  the  fame  time  from  half  a  grain  to 
one  grain  of  opium  may  be  taken  every 
night  at  bed  time,  by  which  the  irrita- 
tion will  be  greatly  alleviated,  and  the 
formation  of  matter  haftened  ;  the  pa- 
tient fhould  abftain  from  purging,  yet 
coftivenefs  fhould  be  prevented,  there- 
fore if  the  opium  produces  fuch  effect, 
a  few  grains  of  rhubarb  or  jalap  may 
be  taken. 

During  the  inflammatory  ftage  of  a 
bubo,  a  fcruple,  or  a  quantity  the  fize 
of  a  pea  of  mercurial  ointment  may  be 

*  As  many  perfons  cannot  procure  milk,  parti- 
cularly feafaring  men,  a  poultice  may  be  made  with 
bread  and  water,  or  linfeed  meal  and  water  ;  though 
bread  and  milk  has  the  advantage  over  thefe,  yet 
they  have  their  virtues  ;  every  poultice  Hiould  be 
applied  warm. 

O  rub- 
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rubbed  on  the  thigh  oppofite  to  the 
bubo  every  night ;  if  the  pjitient  Ihould 
be  trouble^l  with  two  bubos,  the  oint- 
ment may  then  be  rubbed  on  the  calf 
of  the  leg,  for  it  muft  not  come  near 
the  afFe6lcd  parts. 

When  the  bubo  is  arrived  to  its  ma- 
turity, that  is,  when  the  formation  of 
matter  is  compleated,  it  is  commonly 
recommended  to  open  the  abcefs  with 
a  lancet,  or  by  means  of  a  cauftic  ;  but 
it  often  happens,  when  it  is  opened  by 
thefe  methods,  the  abcefs  is  not  per- 
fectly ripe ;  whereas,  if  we  leave  to 
Nature  to  procure  an  opening,  it  always 
happens  in  proper  time  ;  befides,  ano- 
ther advantage  attending,  if  fuffered 
to  break  of  itfclf  is,  that  it  generally 
heals  much  fooner,  and  with  lefs  incon- 
venience, than  when  opened  either  by 
incifion  or  cauftic  ;  but  the  patient  muft 
obfefve,  that  as  foon  as  the  abcefs  has 
*  broken 
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broken  to  prefs  out  gently  all  the  mat- 
ter, endeavouring,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
enlarge  the  orifice. 

There  will  be  every  reafon  to  ex- 
pe6t  the  abcefs  to  heal  fpeedily,  if  the 
difcharge  is  thick  and  has  not  been  long 
fuppu  rating,  if  proper  attention  is  paid ; 
but  if  the  difcharge  appears  thin  and 
of  a  greenifh  colour,  it  is  not  the  mofl 
favourable  fymptom. 

After  the  matter  is  fqueezed  out,  a 
poultice  t  of  bread  and  milk  twice  a  day 
will  generally  be  fufficient  to  heal  it, 
efpecially  if  the  patient  is  of  a  good 
habit  of  body.  The  part  muft  be  kept 
quite  clean  by  wafhlng,  always  before 
renewing  the  poultice,  with  warm  wafer, 
or  milk  and  water,  at  the  fame  time 

t  When  the  patient  cannot  apply  the  poultice 
afimple  ointment,  lucli  as  the  ointment  of  marflv- 
mallows  may  be  applied  to  the  lips  of  the  abcefs, 
keeping  it  well  defended. 

preff- 
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preffing  the   matter  out  very  gently. 
The  time  it  may  be  before  it  heals,  will 
depend  a  great  deal  on  the  patient's 
conftitntion. 

In  cafes  where  the  abcefs  has  not  a 
good  appearance,  or  has  been  a  long 
time  maturating,  the  following  oint- 
ment will  be  neceffary. 

Take  of  calomel,  one  dram  ; 

Of  red  precipitate,  half  a  fcruple,  or 

15  grains; 
Of  extra61;  of  lead,  30  drops; 
Of  frefli  hog's  lard,  one  ounce.  Mix. 

A  little  of  this  ointment  may  be 
fpread  upon  lint  and  applied  between 
the  lips  of  the  abcefs  at  firft  twice  a  day, 
but  when  the  difcharge  grows  lefs,  and 
the  part  feems  inclined  to  heal,  it  may 
gradually  be  left  ofl';  the  above  poul- 
tice fhould  be  applied  over  it.  The 
poultice  may  be  kept  on  by  means  of  a 

ban- 
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bandage  tied  round  above  the  hips. 
After  the  poultices,  &c,  are  difconti- 
nued,  the  part  for  fome  days  mull  be 
kept  well  defended  from  the  cold. 

To  prevent  the  bad  effe6ts  of  abforb- 
tion,  which  we  muft  expe6l  if  the  bubo 
is  not  difcuffed,  mercurial  fri6lions  fpa- 
ringly  ufed,  after  the  abcefs  is  opened, 
or  any  of  the  preparations  of  mercury 
to  be  hereafter  prefcribed  may  be  taken. 

If  the  patient  is  affe6ted  with  the  fea- 
fcurvy,  or  a  fcrofulous  complaint,  the 
abcefs  will  not  yield  without  other  re- 
medies ;  thefe  cafes  may  be  known,  if 
after  the  ufe  of  the  means  before-dire6ted 
for  two  or  three  weeks  the  abcefs  fliould 
continue  in  the  fame  ftate,  or  by  its 
becoming  ragged  and  of  a  loofe  flabby 
appearance,  the  difcharge  plentiful,  thin, 
^^id  fcetid  ;  efpecially  if  the  patient  finds 
his  conftitution  grow  relaxed  and  debi- 
litated, 
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litated,  thefe  cafes  require  a  difFerent 
treatment. 

I  fay,  if  we  find  after  two  or  three' 
weeks  trial  of  the  above  methods,  the 
abeefs  to  grow  worfe,  and  the  patient's 
heafth  at  the  fame  time  decreafmg,  no 
mercurials  of  any  kind  fliould  be  ufed, 
either  internally  or  externally,  fuch 
patients  require  light  nourifliing  food, 
avoiding  all  things  hard  of  digeftion, 
or  which  yield  indifferent  nourifhment, 
fuch  as  falted  or  fmoke  dried  meats.  A 
dry  pure  country  air  will  be  of  great 
benefit,  with  a  glafs  or  two  of  red  port 
wine  in  the  courfe  of  the  day;  but  the 
moft  efficacious  remedy  is  the  bark,  of 
which  may  be  taken  from  two  fcruples 
to  one  dram  and  a  half,  thrice  a  day, 
in  wine  and  water. 

To  the  ulcer  fhould  be  applied  a  bit 
of  lint  dipt  in  the  following  lotion,  fe- 
veral  times  [a  day,  covering  the  fame 

with 
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with  a  larger  bit  of  lint,  and  over  all  a 
proper  bandage. 

LOTION. 

Take  of  white  vitriol  in  powder, 

five  grains  ; 
Of  extra61;  of  lead  and  of  brandy, 

each  30  drops ; 
Of  vinegar  and  water,  each'  one 

ounce.  Mix. 

For  buboes  of  a  cancerous  nature,  it 
is  recommended  by  moft  authors  to 
extirpate  (if  poffible)  the  cancerous 
gland  ;  in  fome  buboes  that  have  had  the 
appearance  of  being  cancerated,  lemons 
freely  taken  have  been  of  much  avail, 
particularly  when  combined  with  the 
bark. 
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SECTION  XV. 

On  excrefcences  or  warts 

"C'XCRESCENSES  are  fometimes 
>  ranked  among  the  produ6tions  of 
a  confirmed  pox,  but  as  they  are  gene- 
rally a  local  difeufe,  and  fometimes, 
though  very  feldom,  the  firft  fymptoms 
that  appear  after  impure  coition.  I  fhali 
here  take  notice  of  them. 

Venereal  excrefcences  are  of  different 
kinds  and  fize ;  fome  dry  and  hard, 
others  moift.  and  foft;  they  are  diflin- 
guifhed  by  the  different  names  of  porri, 
condylomata,  criftse  ficje,  tubercles,  &c. 
and  are  feated  in  different  parts  of  the 
genitals,  and  about  the  fundament. 

If  they  originate  from  an  univerfal 
infe6tion,  mercurial  fridlions  alone  will 
fometimes  deftroy  them,  but  generally 

a  to- 
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a  topical  application  to  the  part  will 
likewife  be  neceflary. 

If  they  are  hard  and  callous,  the  fol- 
lowing I  have  found  to  anfwer  extremely 
well  as  an  external  application. 

Take  of  corrofive  fublimate,  half  a 
dram ; 

Of  fpirit  of  nitre,  half  an  ounce; 
rub  the  fublimate  in  a  marble  or 
glafs  mortar,  and  add  by  degrees 
the  fpirit  of  nitre  ;  this  remedy 
may  be  ufed  once  a  day,  or  every 
other  day,  or  as  occafion  may 
require ;  it  mull  be  applied  care- 
fully (to  the  top  of  the  excref- 
cence)  with  a  hair  pencil  or  bit 
of  fmall  twine. 

If  they  are  open  and  in  an  ulcerated 
ftate,  red  precipitate  may  be  fprinkled 
upon  them  once  or  twice  a  day,  over 

P  which 
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which  the  cerate  recomtnendcd  for  ul- 
cers may  be  applied  on  lint. 

Snipping  them  off  has  been  feldom 
found  to  anfvver,  for  in  a  Ihort  time 
they  fprout  out  again. 

Ligatures  fometimes  are  efficacious, 
but  painful  remedies,  and  may  be  dif- 
penfed  with,  while  a  cure  can  be  ac- 
complifhed  without  them  with  more  eafe 
and  certaintyi 

The  common  cauflic  may  fometimes 
be  ufed  with  fuccefs,  when  the  diforder 
is  merely  local ;  but  it  muft  be  obferved, 
that  venereal  warts  fometimes,  though 
feldorh,  proceed  from  a  confirmed  pox  ; 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  whole  habit  mufl  be 
purified  before  a  perfect  cure  can  be 
obtained. 
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SECTION  XVI. 

On  a  confirmed  pox, 

TH  E  caufes  of  an  univerfal  infec- 
tion, or  confirmed  pox,  are  ge- 
nerally produced  by  an  untimely  ufe 
of  aftringent  inje6lions  or  balfamics  at 
the  beginning  of  a  clap,  or  by  any  re- 
cent venereal  complaint  being  fuffered 
to  remain,  without  the  application  of 
proper  remedies,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  poifon  is  abforpt  into  the  mafs  of 

The  fymptoms  which  an  univerfal 
venereal  infedlion  are  liable  to  produce 
-are  numerous,  fpme  of  the  following 
fooner  or  later  will  appear. 

Firft,  In  the  flvin  crufty,  yellow  and 
■copper-coloured  fpots  *,  eating  creeping 

*  It  mull  be  remarked,  that  fpots  of  a  copper 
colour  are  often  owing  to  a  fcorbutic  acrimony. 

P  2.  ulcers, 
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ulcers,  particularly  on  the  head,  fome- 
times  the  gieateft  part  of  the  body  is 
covered  with  yellow  fcaly  fpots,  (but 
the  more  'thefe  eruptions  are  difperfed 
over  the  Ikin,  the  more  free  from  pain 
the  patient  finds  himfelf)  corruption 
and  ulcers  arife  underneath  the  nails 
which  caufe  them  to  fall  off. 

Secondly,  In  the  bones  a  mofl  intenfe 
excruciating  pain,  with  a  fwelHng  of 
the  joints ;  the  bones  of  the  head  are 
particularly  liable  to  be  feized  by  the 
poifon,  attended  with  violent  pain.  It 
muft  be  obferved,  that  pains  in  the 
bones,  arifing  from  a  venereal  caufe, 
chiefly  attack  the  patient  when  warm 
in  bed,  whereas  thofe  pains  proceeding 
from  the  rheumatifm,  &c.  are  generally 
eafier  when  not  expofed  to  the  cold. 

Thirdly,  In  the  mouth  and  throat 
painful  ulcerations  take  place  in  different 
parts, 

Fourthly 
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Fourthly,  In  the  nofe,  a  fwelling 
and  widening  of  the  noftrils,  with  ul- 
cerations, and  a  difcharge  of  corroding 
foeted  matter  mixed  with  blood,  the 
bones  of  the  nofe  grow  foul,  which  in 
time  will  corrode  away,  whence  the  nofe 
will  be  flattened,  and  fometimes  entirely 
confumed. 

Fifthly,  In  the  genital  parts,  ulcers, 
gleets,  and  excrelcences,  which  will  be 
difperfed  about  the  penis,  groins,  fcro- 
tum,  perin^eum,  5fc. 

Sixthly,  In  the  eyes  it  produces  in- 
flammation, with  a  difcharge  of  matter; 
the  inflammation  fometimes  runs  fo 
high  as  to  deftroy  the  fight,  or  greatly 
diminifh  it ;  the  eyelids  will  likewife  in- 
flame, grow  fcaly,  and  fometimes  be 
clofed  up  to  fuch  a  degree  it  is  with  dif- 
ficulty they  can  be  opened. 

Seventhly,  In  the  ears  it  occafions  a 
hardnefs  of  hearing,  a  foulnefs  and 

ulce- 
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ulceration  of  their  internal  furface,  with 
a  difcharge  of  thin  matter,  ending  often 
in  deafnefs. 

Other  fymptoms  *  fometimes  appear 
if  the  complaint  is  fuffered  to  continue, 
and  by  degrees  the  animal  fun61:ions  de- 
cay and  rot  away,  until  death  frees  the 
patient  from  this  loathfome  difeafe. 


S  E  C  T  I  Q  N  XVII. 

On  the  cure  of  a  confirmed  pox, 

FO  R  the  cure  of  a  confirmed  pox, 
mercury,  in  fome  of  its  various 
modes  of  preparation,  is  the  medicine 
moft  to  be  depended  upon  of  any  at  pre- 
fent  known  in  this  kingdom ;  but  if  the 

*  But  as  we  are  now  poflefled  of  fuch  efficacions 
remedies,  it  feldom  happens  that  many  of  the  above 
fyinptoms  appear  in  the  fame  patient. 

fea 
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fea  fcurvy  *,  or  a  fcrofulons  taint  pre- 
vails, or  if  the  blood  is  broken  down 
and  diflbWed  by  any  caufe  mercury 
will  rather  relax  the  fyftem  than  tend 
to  the  cure  of  the  difeafe,  and  without 
attention  is  paid  to  the  conftitution,  we 
fhall  frequently  fee  falivation  arife  even 
from  the  ufe  of  a  very  moderate  quan- 
tity of  mercury. 

Therefore,  before  mercurials  are  ven- 
tured on,  the  conftitution  muft  be  re- 
ftored. 

For  reftoring  the  blood  to  its  natural 
ftate  in  cafes  of  fea  fcurvy,  milk  of  all 
forts  will  be  very  beneficial ;  the  diet 
fhould  be  light  and  eafy  of  dige^ftion, 
fuch  as  broths,  &c.  made  of  frefh  meat, 

*  The  fea  fcurvy  has  frequently  been  miilaken  for 
the  venereal  difeafe,  the  confdquence  of  this  miftake 
have  often  proved  fatal. 

t  In  weak  conftitutions  we  raay  with  great  fafety 
combine  the  bark,  while  under  a  courfc  of  mercury. 

with 
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with  plenty  of  vegetables ;  fallads  of  all 
kinds  will  be  ferviceable ;  the  drink  found 
beer  or  cider;  oranges,  lemons,  the 
fummer  tart  fruits  may  likewife  be  taken 
to  great  advantage,  together  with  the 
bark,  which  perhaps  for  this  purpofe 
exceeds  every  other  remedy. 

Having  made  thefe  necelTary  remarks 
which  fhould  always  be  attended  to  be- 
fore mercury  is  adminiftered,  I  fhall 
proceed  to  fuch  preparations  of  it  as 
will  conquer  the  difeafe,  with  the  moft 
certainty  and  the  leaft  prejudice  to  the 
conftitution. 


SECTION  XVIII. 

On  mercurial  Jridlmis» 

MERCURY  ufed,  byway  of  fricSlion, 
is  undoubtedly  the  fafeft  and  moft 
efficacious  way  of  adminiftering  that 
I  mineral, 
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mineral,  the  mercuriarointment  fhould 
be  prepared  according  to  the  laft  London 
Difpenfatory,  as  follows : 

Take  of  hog's  lard,  three  ounces ; 

Of  mutton  fuet  (melted)  one  ounce ; 

Of  pure  quickfilver,  four  ounces ; 
they  muft  be  rubbed  together 
for  at  leaft  an  hour,  after  the 
globules  of  the  quickfilver  have 
entirely  disappeared . 

Before  the  late  revival  of  the  London 
Difpenfatory,  the  quickfilver  was  firft 
ordered  to  be  killed  with  turpentine, 
or  balfam  of  fulphur,  and  indeed  that 
mode  is  now  commonly  pradlifed  ;  for 
the  laft  method  ordered  for  making 
mercurial  ointment  requires  a  great  deal 
more  trouble  f  to  extinguilh  the  mer- 
cury, than  when  turpentine,  or  balfam 


t  Old  lard  will  fpeedily  kill  the  quickfilYcr 

of 
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of  fulphur  are  joined  ;  but  the  ointment 
in  rccompence  is  more  efEcacious,  as  the 
turpentine  and  balfam  of  fulphur,  when 
combined  with  the  mercury,  do  moft 
afTuredly  tend  to  deftroy  its  efficacy  (par- 
ticularly the  balfam  of  fulphur)  and  is 
much  more  liable  to  fret  and  produce 
puflules  on  the  fldn,  efpecially  of  thofe 
patients  whofe  Ikin  is  tender,  which 
puflules  are  exceedingly-  painful,  and 
prevent  the  continuation  of  the  fric- 
tions. 

Before  the  patient  begins  with  the 
fri6lions,  or  any  other  mercurial  prepa- 
ration taken  for  the  cure  of  a  long 
{landing  venereal  complaint,  it  will  be 
very  proper  for  him  to  ufe  the  warm 
bath  (if  his  circumftances  will  admit) 
and  which  may  be  ufed  once  a  week 
during  the  cure,  provided  the  patient*s 
llrength  will  bear  it,  as  it  will  greatly 

add 
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add  to  the  efficacy  of  the  mercury  and 
confiderably  expedite  the  cure. 

After  the  patient  has  once  ufed  the 
warm  bath,  he  may  the  fame  day  or  the 
day  after  begin  with  the  fri6lions  at 
bed-time,  rubbing  gently  into  the  infide 
of  the  thigh  about  two  fcruples  of  mer- 
curial ointment ;  if  the  weather  fliould 
be  cold,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  rub  it  in 
before  the  fire. 

After  two  days  have  elapfed,  a  fecond 
fri6tion  maybe  ufed  in  the  fame  manner 
as  before;  and  again,  two  days  after 
that,  when  the  fri6lions  may  be  ufed 
daily  for  a  week,  fuppofmg  the  mer- 
cury to  agree  *,  and  not  occafion  a  purg- 

*  Some  perfoiis  will  be  afFefted  with  a  triffliiig 
quantity  of  mercury,  particularly  thofe  who  have 
been  much  ufed  to  it ;  but,  in  general,  pcrfons  la- 
bouring under  this  difeafe  never  experience  any  bad 
cffe(3:s  from  a  proper  exhibition  of  it. 
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ing  +,  or  any  fymptom  tending  towards 
a  falivation,  fuch  as  an  ofFenfive  breath, 
fwelling  or  forenefs  of  the  gums,  or 
fpitting,  after  which  time  double'  the 
quantity  of  the  ointment  may  be  rubbed 
in  at  each  fridlion. every  night;  but  in 
cafes  of  fhort  duration,  or  if  the  patient 
is  weak  or  of  a  delicate  habit,  two 
fcruples  will  be  fufficient ;  on  the  other 
hand,  where  the  difeafe  has  been  of  fe-^ 
veral  months  {landing,  it  is  expedient 
to  ufe  four  fcruples  at  each  fri6lion, 
until  the  mouth  is  fomewhat  afFe6led, 
in  order  to  convince  that  the  mercury 
has  entered  the  circulation. 

The  place^of  rubbing  fhould  be  chang- 
ed every  day,  to  avoid  fretting  the  fkin, 
the  outfide  of  the  thigh,  or  calf  of  the 
leg  will  be  as  proper  to  apply  the  oint-!- 

t  Gum  arabic  I  have  known  check  a  purging, 
when  mercury  has  been  the  caufe  of  it, 

nient 
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ment  on  as  the  infide  of  the  thigh ; 
the  parts  lliould  be  fhaved  before  the 
application  of  the  fri6lions,  as  they  will 
then  be  lefs  liable  to  irritation. 

To  defend  the  part  where  the  fri6lion 
has  been  from  the  cold,  and  likewife  to 
keep  the  linen  clean,  flannel  drawers 
fhould  be  worn ;  if  the  friction  has 
been  on  the  leg,  the  patient  fhould 
wciir  a  pair  of  worfted  ftockings.  Before 
each  friaion  it  will  be  necelTary  to  cleanfe 
the  parts  from  greafe,  6cc.  with  foap 
and  warm  water. 

During  a  courfe  of  any  preparation 
of  mercury,  the  patient  fhould  avoid 
checking  perfpiration  *  ;  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  ihould  be  warmly  cloathed, 
and  if  the  weather  is  very  cold  or  damp, 

*  Seafaring  men  aijU  others,  who  have  been 
much  expofed  to  the  cold  and  wet,  while  under  a 
courfe  of  mercurials,  have  been  affliaed  with  dif- 
agreeable  complaints,  fuch  as  deafncfs,  &c.  a  flau- 
Jiel  fliirt  in  inclement  weather  fhould  be  worn. 

he 
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he  fliould  keep  in  the  houfe,  particu- 
larly at  night;  but  if  the  weather  is  not 
very  fevere,  and  the  air  dry  and  pure, 
he  may  ufe  moderate  exercife  on  horfe- 
back,  foot,  &c.  fo  as  to  promote  a 
gentle  perfpiration ;  indeed,  in  fueh 
weather,  it  will  be  more  proper  for  the 
patient  to  go  out  than  be  confined  to 
the  houfe. 

If  any  of  the  fymptoms  which  have 
been  already  mentioned,  namely,  afwell- 
ing  or  forenefs  of  the  gums,  ofFenfive 
breath,  the  fpittle  increafed,  &c.  Ihould 
arife  during  the  fri6tions,  or  any  other 
mercurial  courfe,  the  ufe  of  mercury 
muft  be  difcontinued,  the  patient  Ihould 
be  particularly  careful  to  avoid  cold  or 
moift  air,  and  he  may  take  from  two  fcru- 
ples  to  a  dram  of  flgwers  of  fulphur, 
mixed  with  half  a  dram  of  powder  of  gum 
j^rabic,  twice  a  day  ;  thefe  rules  muft  be 
obferved  until  fuch  fymptoms  difappear, 
-?  wher^ 
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when  he  may  again  begin  with  the 
mercury. 

The  regimen,  during  the  cure,  fhould 
confift  of  Hght  and  moderately  nou- 
rilhing  food,  with  plenty  of  broth,  par- 
ticularly for   weak  patients,  together 
with  vegetables,  fifh,  light  puddings, 
&c.  Food  which  is  not  eafy  of  digeftion 
fhould  be  avoided  as  much  as  poffible ; 
vinegar  will  likewife  be  very  improper ; 
fmoaking,  tending  in  fome  degree  to 
promote  falivation,  lliould  be  avoided. 
A  draught  of  porter  or  ale,  if  it  agrees 
with  the  patient,  or  a  glafs  of  wine  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day  can  do  no  harm, 
but  may  fometimes  be  ferviceable. 

It  is  uncertain  how  long  it  may  be 
before  a  cure  is  obtained,  as  this  de- 
pends greatly  on  the  conftitution  of  the 
patient;  if  the  difeafe  has  not  been  of 
long  (landing,  and  the  bones  not  af- 
fedled,  about  thirty  fri6tions  will  gene- 
rally 
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rally  perfe6l  a  cure  :  on  the  other  hand, 
if  the  complaint  has  been  of  fo  lono- 
ftanding  as  to  affe6t  the  bones,  it 
will  often  require  fixty  or  more  to  in- 
tirely  eradicate  the  venereal  poifon  from 
the  habit ;  but  here  I  muft  obferve,  that 
the  fri6lions,  or  any  other  courfe  of 
mercury,  muft  not  be  left  off  fo  foon 
as  the  fymptoms  have  difappeared,  but 
muft  be  continued  at  leaft  ten  days  or  a 
fortnight,  according  to  the  height  the 
diftemper  had  arrived  to  ;  without  fuch 
precaution  there  will  be  danger  of  a 
relapfe. 

For  thofe  perfons  who  are  not  in- 
clined to  attempt  the  cure  by  the  means 
of  fri6lion*,  or  whofe  circumftances  will 

*  The  numbers  cured  by  mercurial  fri«Elions, 
without  any  bai  effefts,  are  irrefillible  arguments  in 
their  favour,  and  the  bell  proof  of  their  utility  and 
fafety. 

not 
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hot  allow  of  it,  the  following  prepa- 
rations of  mercury  are  the  moft  proper. 

Take  of  quickfilver,  two  drams ; 

Of  honey,  a  fnfficient  quantity  to 
kill  the  quickfilver  ;  rub  them 
together  (in  a  mortar)  until  the 
quickfilver  intirely  difappears ; 
then  add, 

Of  gum  arable,  in  powder,  fufEcient 
to  make  the  whole  into  a  mafs 
for  pills.    This  quantity  is  for  ' 
twelve  dofes,  one  of  which  may 
be  taken  every  night. 

Although  this  is  one  of  the  mildeft 
preparations  of  mercury  taken  by  the 
mouth,  it  has  often  proved  the  moft 
efficacious ;  for  it  has  fometimes  made 
obftinate  venereal  complaints  yield, 
where  fome  of  the  moft  acrid  preparg^- 
tions  of  mercury  availed  nothing. 


R 
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The  following  prefcription  will  prove 
a  very  powerful  and,  in  many  conftitu- 
tions,  a  certain  one. 

Take  of  calcined  mercury  and  calo- 
mel, of  each  24  grains; 

Of  opium*,  one  fcruple  ; 

Of  mucilage  of  gum  arable,  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  to  make  the 
whole  into  a  mafs,  which  is  to 
be  divided  into  40  pills.  The 
dofe  one  every  night. 

In  complaints  of  the  fkin,  arinng  from 
an  univerfal  venereal  complaint,  topical 
applications  are  not  advifable  (unlefs  to 
the  genital  parts,  and  they  ought  never 
to  be  negle6led,  as  the  virus,  before  the 
internal  medicine  has  had  time  to  ope- 
rate on  the  part,  may  corrode  and  ir- 

*  The  opium  is  ordered  to  prevent  the  calcined 
mercury  afFefting  the  flomach,  which  it  is  very 
liable  to  do. 

ritatc 
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ritate  fo  as  to  caufe  violent  inflamma- 
tion, even  a  mortification  has  by  fuch 
neglea  enfued)  until  the  patient  has 
ufed  mercurials  for  fome  time  to  no  vi- 
fibleefFea;  in  this  cafe,  I  recommend 
the  following  for  a  topical  apphcation. 

Take  of  corrofive  fublimate*,  ten 
grains ;  .  , 

Extraa  of  lead,  one  dram  and  a  half ; 

Of  water,  four  ounces ;  rub  the  fub- 
limate well  in  glafs  or  mxarble 
mortar,  with  a  little  of  the 
water,  then'  mix  all  together. 
•The  parts  are  to  be  wetted 
with  this  lotion  t  frequently 
with  a  bit  of  rag. 

*  In  this  compofition  I  generally  omit  the  fub- 
limate ,  but  if  after  a  fair  trial  they  will  not  yield 
to  it  without,  I  then  add  the  fublimate  as  above. 

t  The  patient  rrluft  obferve  not  to  ufe  the  lotion 
in  open  ulcerations. 

R   2  If 
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if  the  throat  fhould  be  ulcerated  and 
foul,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  keep  it  clean, 
and  endeavour  to  prevent  its  proving 
injurious  to  the  found  parts ;  therefore 
the  following  gargle  may  be  ufed  two 
or  three  times  a  day,  firfl  gargling  the 
throat  with  warm  water  *. 

Take  of  rofe  water,  fix  ounces ; 

Of  diftilled  vinegar,  two  ounces; 

Of  honey,  half  an  ounce; 

Of  corrofive  fublimate,  four  grains; 
rub  the  fublimate  well  in  a  mor- 
tar with  a  little  of  the  rofs 
water,  afterwards  mix  all  toge- 
ther for  ufe. 

It  has  been  afferted  by  fome  writers, 
that  a  confirmed  pox  cannot  be  radically 
cured  without  falivation  ;  but  this  is  a 

*  It  will  be  highly  proper  for  the  patient  to 
gargle  his  throat  with  warm  water  always  before  he 
e£^ts  or  drinks  any  thing  ;  and  fliould  be  careful  not 
to  fwallow  any  of  the  gargle, 

1  mofl 
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moft  egregious  error;  the  greateft  ad-? 
vocate  for  faUvation  muft  confefs  there 
have  been  many  cures  of  the  moft  dif- 
ficult and  dangerous  cafes  performed, 
without  the  mouth  having  been  the 
leaft  afFe<aed  ;  and  I  am  fatisfied,  if  a 
proper  quantity  of  mercury  is  intro- 
duced into  the  fyftem  without  loading 
the  falivary  glands  too  much,  the  cure 
will  be  efFe6led  with  more  certainty, 
and  with  lefs  injury  to  the  conftitution. 
Salivation,  by  greatly  increafmg  the  fe- 
cretions,  will  not  only  impede  the  falu- 
tary  elFe6ts  of  the  mercury,  but  ma- 
terially injure   the   conftitution ;  and 
there  have  been  frequent  inftances  of 
death  having  been  occafioned  by  the 
conftitution  not  having  fufficient  ftrength 
to  undergo  fo  fcvcre  an  operation. 
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SECTION  XIX, 

On  diet  drinks, 

A Variety  of  diet  drinks  have  been 
recommended  to  aflift  mercury 
In  its  operation,  indeed  fome  may  be 
ufed  to  much  benefit,  particularly  in 
complaints  of  the  bones  *,  fuch  as  the 
^ieco6lion  of  the  woods  ■f,  but  more  ef- 
pecially  the  deco6lion    of  faffaparilla 

*  If  the  pains  in  the  bones  Ihould  be  violent, 
they  may  be  much  alleviated  by  taking  a  grain  of 
opium  at  bed-time ;  although  this  remedy  afford^ 
prefent  relief,  mercury  mull  proye  the  radical  cure. 

f  The  dccoftion  of  the  woods  is  prepared  in 
the  following  manner  : 

Take  of  the  rafpings  of  guaicum  wood,  3  ounces  5 

Of  liquorice  root,  2  ounces ; 

Of  fpring  water,  i  gallon ; 

boil  them  over  a  gentle  fire  to  two  quarts  ; 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  removing 
it  from  tlie  fire,  add  of  the  fhavings  of  faf- 
fafras,  one  ounce.  Strain  off  the  liquor,  of 
which  a  pint  or  two  may  be  taken  daily. 

with 
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with  the  mazereon  rootf?  which  in 
many  cafes  have  produced  very  good 
cfFe6ls. 

SECTION  XX. 

On  the  prevention  of  the  venereal  dlfeafe. 

GREAT  pains  have  been  taken, 
and  many  remedies  have  been 
recommended,  to  prevent  venereal  in- 
fe6lion  after  impure  coition  *;  but  the 
venereal  poifon  being  of  fo  fubtle  a  na- 
ture, they  have  been  feldom  known  to 
aiifwer  the  intention ;  however,  the 

t  The  decoftion  of  faflaparilla  with  the  mazereon 
is  made  as  follows  : 

Take  of  faflaparilla,  three  ounces ; 
Of  mazereon  root,  two  drams  ; 

boil  them  in  three  pints  of  water  to  two 
pints,  afterwards  ftrain  the  liquor.    Half  a 
pint  may  be  taken  four  times  a  day. 
*  The  lixivium  faponarium,  and  common  cauftic 
properly  diluted,  are  much  ufed  with  this  intention. 

fol- 
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following  remedy,  I  have  flrorig  reafon 
to  imagine,  may  fometimes  be  ufed 
with  fuccefs  as  a  preventive  t,  and  the 
fooner  it  is  applied  after  coition,  the 
more  certain  will  be  its  effects. 

Take  of  corrofive  fublimate,  2  grains ; 

Of  water,.  4  ounces ; 

Of  fpirit  of  nitre,  10  drops^ 

The  fubhmate  muft  be  perfectly 
diffolved  by  rubbing  for  fome  time 
in  a  glafs  or  marble  mortar  with 
the  fpirit  of  nitre,  when  the  water 
muft  by  degrees  be  added. 

The  methods  of  ufing  this  remedy  are 
by  inje6ling  a  little  into  the  urethra, 
(letting  the  liquor  remain  in  a  minute 
or  two,  when  it  is  to  be  wafhed  away 

f  This   remedy  muft  be  applied  a  fliort  time 
after  copulation,  for  if  the  complaint  has  in  the 
Icaft  degree  difcovercd  itfelf  it  will  prove  very  in- 
jurious. 

by 
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by  inje6ling  warm  water)  and  by  ap- 
plying it  (by  means  of  a  bit  of  rag  wet- 
ted therewith)  round  the  glans  or  nut, 
pulling  the  prepuce  or  forelkin  back. 

This  remedy  muft  not  be  made  ftronger 
than  herein  dire6led,  and  fhould  be  ufed 
with  great  caution,  as  the  ftimuli  of 
fuch  remedies,  when  too  powerful,  have 
been  produ6tive  of  very  bad  confe- 
quences,  when  introduced  into  fo  ten- 
der a  part  as  the  urethra;  therefore, 
inftead  of  increafmg  its  ftrength,  it 
may  be  advifeable,  in  irritable  confti- 
tutions,  to  make  it  weaker,  when  in- 
je6led  into  the  urethra. 
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